
Duluth Public Schools (ISD 709) School Board 

December 16, 2025 
  

Board Members in attendance, Member S. Williams virtually 

Meeting began at 6:30 pm as posted 
 

Truth in Taxation Hearing 

Local levy is set by the Minnesota Department of Education based on a standard formula. The 

levy for the coming year will be 6.903%. In the 25-26 school year 62% of the DPS budget will 

be state aid and 85% of the budget is allocated to staff salaries and benefits. 
 

Agenda: 

Board Recognition and Celebration: 

Congdon Park Elementary School Principal Kathi Kusch Marshall recognized for receiving the 

Division Leadership Award from the Northeast Division by the Minnesota Elementary School 

Principals’ Association. 
 

Fiscal Year 25 Audit 

Auditor reported no noncompliance found. 

Discussion with board members noted that current state aid is based on 23-24 student enrollment. 

Enrollment has increased this year to levels seen 10 years ago but increased funds will not be 

realized until 27-28. 
 

Superintendent’s Report highlights: 

Student representative from East High School reported students have many concerns about the 

use of AI and want more communication about the Gemini AI implementation planned for 2nd 

semester. District staff will meet with area representatives to discuss the DPS legislative platform 

on January 27, 2026. Platform includes school funding with an emphasis on funding currently 

unfunded mandates; increase in funding for special education services; transportation aid; funds 

for career and technical education; tech and safety funding; READ Act; prioritizing mental 

health; expanding workforce diversity and funding Duluth 

Promise. 
 

An audit of communication is underway. 
 

Consent agenda: 

Approved by all board members. 

Reports of Standing Committees 

All resolutions approved by all board members. 

Discussion included: the board continues to support access to voting and did not approve 

establishing combined polling places. 
 

All board agendas and minutes can be accessed via: 

isd709.org and select school board and then agenda and minutes under the menu 

All meetings are recorded and uploaded to the district’s YouTube channel via: 

isd709.org and select school board. The link to You Tube is in the introductory paragraphs. 
 

Submitted by Ann Hoxie 
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Duluth Public Schools (ISD 709) School Board 

November 18, 2025 
  

All Board Members present 

Meeting began at 6:30 pm as posted 

  

Agenda: 

Board Recognition and Celebration: 

Four DPS students participating in National History Day were recognized for qualifying to 

compete at the national level. In total 25 DPS students qualified for the Minnesota National 

History Day. 

  

Superintendent’s Report highlights: 

Work continues with the board to finalize the 2026 legislative agenda. 

District Emergency Plan has been up dated. Debriefing occurs after incidents. 

1st Street Building name selection will follow district naming rights policy (#810) and involve 

students, staff and community members. Social media will be used to solicit public input. 

  

Consent agenda: 

Approved by all board members following discussion of and support for access and inclusion in 

out of state field trip opportunities. 

  

Reports of Standing Committees 

            All resolutions approved by all board members. 

Discussion included: work has begun on the Wellness Policy; grant application for farm to 

school food; need for prevailing wages in bidding process and need for further study by the 

board regarding prevailing wage; district implantation of Google Gemini AI software with 

rollout planned for February, two teacher training days are planned as well as student training, 

potential need for policy updates in regard to AI. 

  

All board agendas and minutes can be accessed via: 

isd709.org and select school board and then agenda and minutes under the menu 

  

All meetings are recorded and uploaded to the district’s YouTube channel via: 

isd709.org and select school board. The link to You Tube is in the introductory paragraphs. 

  

Submitter by Ann Hoxie 
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Duluth Public Schools (ISD 709) School Board 

October 21, 2025 

 

All Board Members present 

Meeting began at 6:30 pm as posted 

  

Agenda: 

Board Recognition and celebration: 

Alison Wood, science teacher at Denfeld High School, receiving a 2025-2026 Fullbright 

Distinguished Award in Teaching Research Program Fellowship. She will be in Greece from 

January 2026 to June 2026. Her research project will focus on schools in Athens and throughout 

the country studying how they incorporate citizen science into the curriculum. 

 

Superintendent’s Report highlights: 

School year off to a busy start. Increase in enrollment by approximately 200 students has resulted 

in some space constraints in a few buildings. The situation is being monitored. 

Legislative agenda is being developed for the next session. 

To date programing has not been affected by the federal shutdown however effects on students 

and families will grow due to lack of SNAP funding and job losses. 

Federal special education funding was received in July thus that budget is not affected. 

  

Consent agenda: 

Approved by all board members. 

Reports of Standing Committees 

All resolutions approved by all board members. 

  

All board agendas and minutes can be accessed via: 

isd709.org and select school board and then agenda and minutes under the menu 

All meetings are recorded and uploaded to the district’s YouTube channel via: 

isd709.org and select school board. The link to You Tube is in the introductory paragraphs. 

 

Submitted by Ann Hoxie 
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