League of Women Voters of Duluth: Board of Directors Meeting
Building for Women, Founders’ Room

November 12, 2024

5:00 p.m.

SECRETARY MINUTES

Members Present: Jane Hovland, Theresa O’Gara, Nancy Aldridge, Gwen Thorson,
Barb Possin, Sue Henke, Faye Witt, Sandy Grandmaison, Ellen Wiss, Lori Dando
Members Absent: Pam Kramer, Sue DeNio

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:02 p.m. by President Jane Hov-
land.

2. Election debrief: Discussion included suggestions to not wait to mobilize and to act
locally and within our state to continue to pursue support of LWV-supported issues,
including ERA, reproduction, and mining.

3. Consent Agenda (including Secretary’s Minutes, Treasurer’s Financial State-
ments, Committee reports —Voter Services, Membership): A motion was made (S.
Henke) and seconded (S. Grandmaison) to approve the consent agenda. The consent
agenda was approved unanimously.

3. Review of Committees’ Statuses:

a) Communication: E-News and “The Voter” have been sent as needed/scheduled.

b) Diversity, Equity & Inclusion: Book discussion will be held November 16 regarding
“Disability Visibility,” by Alice Wong.

c) Environmental Action: Lisa Fitzpatrick and Jane Hovland will be meeting to discuss
future direction. Barb Huberty and Barb Akre will continue to monitor salt reduction.

d) Observer Corps: LWV has been invited by “Election Integrity Minnesota” to partici-
pate in post-election reviews during the week following the general election. (Min-
nesota is the only state to do this.) Several members have volunteered and will do a
review in St. Louis, Carlton and Lake counties. Sue Henke will check with city ad-
ministration regarding the meeting status of some commissions.

e) Events: The “Holiday Social” will be held on December 5 at Northland Country Club.
The committee will decide on the fundraiser format for this event.

f) Fundraising:

i. Give to the Max: LWV Duluth has registered our organization with GiveMN and
over $100 has been donated.
ii. Benson fundraising letter: $875 has been received.
iii. Equali-TEA: No final decision has been reached on whether or not to have this
event. Theresa O’Gara will contact a potential chairperson.

g) ChapterSpot transition: This software will be used by LWVUS to collect all League
dues, nationwide. Nancy Palmer is coordinating our transition process. Our commit-
tee will meet soon and its members will be attending training via Zoom, also.




4. Workspace update: J. Hovland and T. O’Gara will be meeting with Paulina Briggs
on November 18 regarding our use of the Building for Women. Ecolibrium3 is a possi-
ble new site, and more information will be pursued.

5. Discussion:

a) Tax exempt certificate: The certificate has been updated.

b) Citizens in Action committee: The committee will be meeting next week.
c)

d)

Engaging members in our activities: This is difficult and discussion will continue.
Housing Study: Pam Kramer and Diane Desotelle are working with Pat Benson to
move forward with the housing study. (Zandy Zwiebel has stepped away from this
committee.)

e) Land Acknowledgement Statement: A motion was made (B. Possin) and seconded
(F. Witt) to approve the land acknowledgement statement, as distributed. Motion
approved. *Note: The statement will be posted on the LWV Duluth website.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted: Gwen Thorson, Secretary



