League of Women Voters of Duluth: Board of Directors Meeting
Zoom meeting

January 14, 2025

5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

SECRETARY MINUTES

Members Present: Jane Hovland, Theresa O’Gara, Nancy Aldridge, Gwen Thorson,
Barb Possin, Pam Kramer, Sue DeNio, Faye Witt, Sandy Grandmaison
Members Absent: Sue Henke, Ellen Wiss, Lori Dando

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:04 p.m. by President Jane Hov-
land.

2. Consent Agenda (including Secretary’s Minutes, Treasurer’s Financial State-
ments): Treasurer N. Aldridge highlighted the following—a) Joyce Benson Scholarship
letter generated receipt of $5,429 in 2024 and $125 in 2025; 4-5 people made individ-
ual donations of at least $500; scholarship fund total is $8,450; b) receipt of member
donations is $1188; c) balance is “good,” and expecting bills from LWVUS and
LWVMN. A motion was made (B. Possin) and seconded (S. DeNio) to approve the
consent agenda. The consent agenda was approved unanimously.

3. Review of Committees’ Statuses:

a) Membership: Theresa O’Gara and Gail Schoenfelder are co-chairs for the coming
quarter. We currently have 223 members. LWUS is transitioning to a new dues col-
lection system and E-News and letter being mailed to all members with details.

b) Voter Services: Looking for a new co-chair; Megan Hornby will chair voter registra-
tion; Ellen Wiss will continue to connect with LWVMN.

c) Environmental Action: Meeting scheduled for 1/20/25; Jane Hovland and Lisa Fitz-
patrick are current co-chairpersons. There are many issues to be discussed.

d) Observer Corps: No report.

e) Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (DEI): Meeting scheduled for 1/18/25 at 10:00. Commit-
tee will be doing voter registration at MLK event on 1/20/25.

f) Communication: E-News and “The Voter” have been sent as needed/scheduled.
Updating website with information and access for the new dues collection system.

g) Nominating: No report. Will be organizing and convening in the near future.

h) Events: The raffle at the LWV holiday social generated $$1170; food was good and
guests seemed to enjoy the event. The committee is finalizing details for the Women
of Influence event, with Deyona Kirk (of “Divine Konnections”) on 3/13/25, at Eco-
librium3. The Board approved holding the 2025 Annual Meeting at the Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of Duluth (UUCD), in May. Sandy Grandmaison
announced that she will be stepping away as Events chairperson, after our Annual
Meeting.

i) Citizens in Action: The event will be held 2/1/25, 8:30-noon, continental breakfast
only. Michelle Witte, Executive Director of LWVMN will be the keynote speaker.




4. Continuing Business:

a) ChapterSpot/Stripe implementation: We/LWVMN is having difficulty, as of today,
establishing our Stripe account, required for the new dues collection system.

b) Bylaws: Some changes are necessary as a result of the dues collection changes. It
is hoped that most can be made without a vote by the entire membership.

c) LWV/Benson Scholarship update: N. Aldridge stated that “GiveMN” is available for
donations all year.

d) Housing study: Pam Kramer reported that Board member, Faye Witt, has joined the
committee, as well as other interested League members. The focus is on affordable
housing. Some members recently attended a community event on the issue. Duluth
housing organizations are working well together.

e) Legislative Agenda: The group also discussed the need to monitor the legislature
with suggestions to develop a list of issues to watch for (e.g. ERA, limited liability for
salt application, etc.). It was also noted that members could read the LWVMN “Capi-
tol Letter” and follow information from the LWVMN Observer Corps.

f) Plant & Book Sale: No report

g) Building for Women: Jane Hovland and Theresa O’Gara have met with the Building
for Women staff regarding our needs for meeting and storage accommodation.
Discussion will continue.

5. Announcements:

a) LWVMN Convention: June 6-7, 2025; Hastings, MN; Confluence Hotel. Registration
is $120/member. Duluth has approximately 15 delegates.

b) LWVMN “January Jumpstart”: January 20-29, 2025; all sessions will be virtual and
recordings of sessions will be available.

c) MLK Events: Events are being coordinated by the NAACP and include a community
breakfast, a gathering at the Family Freedom Center, and a rally at Symphony Hall. A
community worship service will be held on Sunday, January 19, at Peace Church.

d) Next Board meeting: February 11, 2025 (assuming weather, a Zoom meeting)

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 6:24 p.m.

Respectfully submitted: Gwen Thorson, Secretary






