League of Women Voters of Duluth: Board of Directors Meeting
Zoom meeting

March 11, 2025

5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

SECRETARY MINUTES

Members Present: Jane Hovland, Theresa O’Gara, Nancy Aldridge, Gwen Thorson,
Sue DeNio, Faye Witt, Sandy Grandmaison, Sue Henke, Ellen Wiss, Barb Possin
Members Absent: Pam Kramer, Lori Dando

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:33 p.m. by President Jane Hov-
land. Discussion of members’ favorite acts of resistance the previous week followed.

2. Citizens in Action 2025 —Update: Rosie Loeffler-Kemp, event chairperson, thanked
the Board for their support and active participation. This was the 27th year of the work-
shop. There was excitement for having Michelle Witte, Executive Director of LWVMN,
as the keynote speaker. There was a diverse group of speakers, including 19 elected
officials. There were 150 participants, many of whom were first-time attendees.

3. Secretary’s Minutes: A motion was made (S. Grandmaison) and seconded (T. O’-
Gara) to approve the minutes of the Board meeting, February 11, 2025 . Motion
passed unanimously.

4. Financial Report: Treasurer Nancy Aldridge provided a verbal report. Our $10,000
CD was renewed. It earned $273 over the past 7 months. A new computer is due to be
shipped to our bookkeeper. Our state dues of $5,000+ has been paid to LWVMN and
LWVUS will be paid approximately $6,000.

5. 2025-2026 Budget Discussion and Approval: The budget was presented and gen-
eral discussion followed. A motion was made (B. Possin) and seconded (G. Thorson)
to approve the 2025-2026 budget. Motion passed unanimously. The budget will ap-
pear in April “The Voter” newsletter and presented at the Annual Meeting for final ap-
proval by the membership, on May 12, 2025.

6. Bylaws Revisions: J. Hovland and G. Thorson explained the proposed changes to
our existing bylaws. The most significant change is to Article lll, which refers to mem-
bership and reflects the change in dues collection required by LWVUS. A motion was
made (S. Henke) and seconded (S. DeNio) to approve the changes to Article Il of our
bylaws, as well as minor edits for language clarity. Motion passed unanimously. The
proposed revisions will be presented to the membership at the Annual Meeting, for final
approval. The bylaws will then be sent to LWVMN.



7. Committee Updates:

a) DEI: (J. Hovland) Congratulations on two great community presentations on “Hous-
ing” and “Henry Banks: Duluth at a Crossroads.” Four people joined LWV Duluth fol-
lowing the Henry Banks presentation.

b) Environmental Action: (J. Hovland) The last committee meeting was held at Hartley
Center and focused on Duluth infrastructure. A legislative bill coming out of Duluth
will address reduction of salt application in town.

c) Voter Services: (S. DeNio) Sue suggested that members watch the LWVMN presen-
tation on presidential powers, “The President Can’t Do That, Can He?” (It is available
on the LWVMN website.)

d) International Relations: (J. Hovland) Jane reported that she and Liz Taylor are inves-
tigating the issue of tariffs and a possible program, with the cooperation of The Al-
worth Institute.

e) Membership & ChapterSpot: (T. O’Gara) Theresa reported that 9 people have joined
LWV Duluth as new members. LWVUS continues to be “in a muddle” as it works to
get its new dues collection system up to speed. The next “Meet & Greet” for new
members will be held April 2, 2025 at Bluestone Flats.

f) Observer Corps: (S. Henke) Sue reported “status quo” (same as last year). The next
“Meet & Greet” will be used to recruit new observers. The St. Louis County Board of
Commissioners is a priority for observing.

g) Events: (S. Grandmaison) Sandy reminded members of the “Women of In-
fluence” event on March 13, 2025, 6:30-8:00 p.m., at Ecolibrium3. She encouraged
Board members to attend. The Annual Meeting will be held May 12, 2025 at the
University Universalist Congregration of Duluth, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Board members will
bring appetizers. The Youth Civic Engagement Fellows will be the program.

h) Plant & Book Sale: The “Plant & Book Sale” will be held on June 14, 2025 at the Mt.
Royal Market parking lot.

8. Update on Building for Women Lease: J. Hovland and T. O’Gara have met, again,
with Building for Women staff. This continues to be a work in progress.

9. LWV Duluth Nominating Committee: S. Grandmaison reported that the committee
will meet on March 18, 2025. There is a need to select a chairperson.

10. Minnesota Nominating: LWVMN is seeking nominations for state positions. Peo-
ple can self-nominate. It is a good way to learn more about LWVMN and LWVUS. Nom-
inations close on April 4, 2025.

11. State Convention: There are monies available for registration. Board members
should consider attending.

12. Co-sponsorship of Events and Actions with AAUW:
a) Women'’s history month started in 1987. Right now, Amazon and Google have re-
moved it from their automatic calendars!



b) State ED’s of LWVMN and AAUW are working on joint projects to promote Women'’s
History Month. We are also jointly sponsoring events.
c) Ideas of things we can do locally.

13. Other announcements or discussion items: J. Hovland mentioned the LWVUS
national study of the federal judiciary. At this time, LWV Duluth is not prepared to pur-
sue this. A volunteer to chair the effort would be needed.

Next meeting: April 8, 2025, 5:30 p.m.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:01 p.m.

Respectfully submitted: Gwen Thorson, Secretary

ADDENDUM:

Special Board Discussion and Decision Session
March 24, 2025

4:30 p.m. via Zoom

A request to be listed with another group as a sponsor of legislative initiatives has re-
sulted in an on-line discussion and a request for a Zoom conference. No decision has
been made, and | am hoping that we will come to consensus during this meeting. Addi-
tionally, a request from the Environmental Action Committee related to an appreciation
event for Sen. Jen McEwan has also generated discussion. Both requests were time
sensitive. Gay Trachsel and Lisa Fitzpatrick were invited to add to the discussion as
necessary, but did not vote. G. Trachsel was unavailable, but L. Fitzpatrick was able to
provide additional information.

Summary of Discussion:

1. We decided not to contribute to Jen McEwan'’s appreciation gathering as an organi-
zation. The donation is fraught with potential partisan issues. Feel free to contribute as
individuals, however.

2. We agreed to a limited coalition with “Rise and Repair.” The purpose would be sup-
port of current environmental and social justice legislation. The relationship can and will
be reviewed after that point. Gay Trachsel was appointed our liaison to the group. (She
knows of this and is willing to serve.) Llsa Fitzpatrick found out that their status is
501c4, which allows them to lobby and be politically active. We will need to suspend
our relationship with them during the political season.

3. The Tee Shirt discussion, initiated by Sandy Grandmaison, resulted in the following:
a. The Board was agreeable with marketing “Defend Democracy” shirts as
described.



b. The Board would refrain from making a final decision on the “Make America a
Democracy Again” items until clear advice was received from LWVMN on its potential
for an appearance of partisanship.

*After our meeting, President Jane Hovland did contact Michelle Witte, LWVMN Execu-
tive Director, about item #3. She said she thought both were okay but asked Jane to
check with Laura Helmer, LWVMN president. Laura said that “3a” was better than “3b,”
but that either would be fine if the LWV logo is not printed on them. Jane informed
Sandy Grandmaison, on March 25, of the response from LWVMN. She will move for-
ward as discussed. Tee shirts will most likely be available in blue or black.



