
League of Women Voters of Duluth: Board of Directors Meeting 
Zoom meeting 
April 8, 2025 
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

SECRETARY MINUTES 

Members Present: Jane Hovland, Nancy Aldridge, Gwen Thorson, Sue DeNio, Faye 
Witt, Sue Henke, Ellen Wiss, Barb Possin

Members Absent: Pam Kramer, Lori Dando, Theresa O’Gara, Sandy Grandmaison       

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by President Jane Hov-
land. Discussion of what acts of resistance inspired members during the past week  
followed.


2. Consent Agenda: A motion was made (E. Wiss) and seconded (N. Aldridge) to ap-
prove the minutes of the Board meeting (3/11/25) and the current financial report. 

Motion passed. 

3. Office Space Discussion: Following discussion, a motion was made (E. Wiss) and 
seconded (N. Aldridge) to move forward to establish an agreement with the Building 
for Women for a larger office/storage space, access to a meeting space, and access to 
the building after business hours (i.e. evenings, weekends). Motion passed.


4. Committee Updates: 
a) DEI: (J. Hovland) The Board was reminded of the ongoing work of the committee, 

including a successful community event: “Henry Banks: Duluth at a Crossroads.” 

b) Environmental Action: (J. Hovland) The Board, given recent information about the 

event, approved the contribution of $200 to fund the “Duluth Defends Lake Superior 
(Water Legacy) Event,” to be held April 25, 2025. 


c) Voter Services: (Jane Hovland/S. DeNio) The committee has been idle since the last 

    election. There is a need for a co-chairperson for Voter Registration.

d) International Relations: (J. Hovland) Jane reported that she and Liz Taylor are inves-

tigating the issue of tariffs and the relationship between the U.S. and Canada for a 
possible program, with the cooperation of The Alworth Institute. It is hoped that the 
Canadian Counsel General will be able to participate in a panel discussion.


e) Membership & ChapterSpot: (J. Hovland) Several new members have joined LWV 
Duluth this year. There are still ongoing issues using ChapterSpot for dues collection. 

f) Observer Corps: (S. Henke) Sue reported “status quo” and that 2 new League mem-
bers have expressed interest in becoming observers.


g) Nominating: (G. Thorson) The committee has established a slate that will be present-
ed to the general membership for approval at the Annual Meeting.


g) Communications: (J. Hovland) The committee of Anita Gille, Mary Faulkner, Julie         

    Seidelmann and Gwen Thorson was thanked for their flexibility and responsiveness.

 




5. Annual Meeting: The Annual Meeting will be held on Monday, May 12, 2025 at the 

University Universalist Congregation of Duluth, 5:30-7:30. Board members will provide 
refreshments and will assist with setup, beginning at 4:45. 


6. LWVMN—State Convention (June 6-7, 2025): Four Board members have regis-
tered to date: Jane Hovland, Nancy Aldridge, Theresa O’Gara, Gwen Thorson. LWV 
Duluth will pay for registration. 


7. Plant & Book Sale: The sale will be held June 14, 2025 at the Mt. Royal parking lot, 
9:00-1:00. Watch for information about needs.


8. Announcement: N. Aldridge reminded the Board about the need for the audit com-
mittee to meet prior to the Annual Meeting.


9. Discussion: 
a) U.S. Representative Angie Craig is willing to hold town hall meetings where they are 

not happening—including Duluth.

b) Nonpartisanship while resisting: Board should consider a statement about how to 

communicate with Congressional members.


10. Other announcement: The Board thanked Jane Hovland for her work as League 
president for 2023-24 and 2024-25.


Next meeting: G. Thorson and T. O’Gara will inform Board members on the next meet-
ing, likely in late summer.


Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 6:41 p.m.


Respectfully submitted: Gwen Thorson, Secretary



