
 

LWV Duluth Board Meeting  

Minutes March 10, 2026     

 

 

1. The meeting was convened at 3:01 PM by Co-President Thorson. using ZOOM.  Members 

present: Hovland, O’Gara, Thorson, Aldridge, Possin, Presley, Wiss, and Born.  

 

2.     Approval of the Agenda: Wiss moved, Presley seconded, unanimously approved. 

 

3.    Consent Agenda includes February Minutes, and the following reports: Financial, Membership, 

Voter Services, Youth Fellows.  Items on the consent agenda were previously circulated with the 

meeting call.  Wiss moved, Hovland seconded motion to approve as circulated. Approved 

unanimously.  

4.     Committee Updates  

a.     Communication: Thorson reported that the committee has been meeting monthly 

since fall 2025.  Policy tweaks are still being worked on and will be distributed 

by the April board meeting.  Timely Action items presentation may change, 

stay tuned.  Publication requests will be handled by members filling out a form 

with the request and details.  
 

b.     Membership: There are still glitches with automatic renewals in the new system.  Our 

membership is currently 220, with roughly 30 who have not renewed and are no longer 

considered members.  The Membership Committee meets monthly to plan the Perspectives 

series and other membership related activities, such as the ICE Out postcard campaign.  

Orientation of new members continues to be a challenge.  

 

c.     EAC: Lisa Fitzpatrick continues to lead this group, which has been meeting monthly 

for presentation and discussion of local and regional environmental issues, including data 

center proposals, mining expansion, and degradation of protected status for the BWCA.  

There is currently a petition drive to force a city-wide vote on the sale of the two parcels 

of the closed Lester Park Golf Course.  

 

d.     DEI: a showing of the film, Bad Faith is planned for April 11 at 2 at UUCD.  This is a 

shared activity by LWV Duluth and UUCD.  A Q & A with the primary writer of the film 

will happen after the film viewing.  It is free and open to the public. 
 

e.     Observer Corps: No report. 

f.      Voter Service: An organizational meeting will occur on March 22.  The 

year will be anything but usual.  Partnerships are being explored, including 

Indivisible Duluth, until it begins endorsing and when candidates file for 

office. Co-sponsorships will be limited to events where endorsements do not 

occur.   
 



g.     International Relations: O’Gara and Thorson are still trying to recruit a chair.  

 

h.     Advocacy/Action Committee: Since we have multiple committees holding educational 

events, it is hoped that the Advocacy/Action group will be involved in contributing and 

coordinating with the other committees.  

 

i.      Events: WOMEN OF INFLUENCE, March 11, Alhambra Theater; Postcard and 

Posters wrap up March 27th Do North Pizza; Perspectives, April 16, Duluth Public Library 

at noon; Bad Faith April 11, at UUCD, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. ANNUAL MEETING, May 11, 

UUCD Congregation 

 

5. Old Business 

a. Ad Hoc Committee Review of LWV Duluth Policies: (Vendor, Membership, Consent 

agenda) Members: Ellen, Gwen, Julie, Jane Gilley.  A report to the board was planned for 

April, but the committee found an expeditious way to review the existing policies and 

determined that they were already addressed by our reliance on Robert’s Rules of Order 

and our Nonpartisanship policy.   

 

b. O’Gara stressed the need to continually work to meet this year’s objective of engaging 

and activating members.  She encouraged the board to make certain they are attending 

events, inviting others to join them, and volunteering for committees.  

 

c.  Reminder: LWVMN Council: April 25, on Zoom, Free to attend; consider registering; 

let Gwen/Theresa know (we have a lot of delegate spots) 

 

d.   LWVUS Convention, June 25-28 in Columbus, Ohio.  Hovland has registered as a 

Duluth delegate. 

 

e.      Budget Committee next meeting March 25th at 1:00 p.m. at J. Hovland’s 

 

f.     Nominating Committee at work.   

g. Retired police detective Bob Grytdahl’s request for our involvement in youth 

programming in West Duluth was again discussed.  The board determined this was 

outside of our present scope of activities.  There was a discussion of reforming an 

Education Committee.  No action was taken but Thorson and O’Gara indicated they 

would poll the membership.  

 6. New Business: None. 

 7. Adjournment was at 4:05 PM. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Jane Hovland, Acting Secretary. 

 

 


