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MARK YOU CALENDARS!

organization, encourages the

The LWV Duluth annual EqualiTEA is coming soon and you won't informed and active
want to miss this year's program on the issue of  An Impartial Judi- participation of citizens in
ciary in Minnesota. The menu is full HIGH TEA for the 21 stCentury government, works to increase
and we have added afew  extra frills to make this day an extra understanding of major public
special celebration . pol.lcy issues, and 1nﬂuenc§s
public policy through education
WHAT: EqualiTEA and advocacy.

WHEN: March 16
WHERE: Duluth Woman's Club,
2400 E. Superior St.
Two Seatings: 10:30 -12:00 and 1:30 -3:00

Officers

Co-Presidents

Tickets $25, reserved seating for groups Elizabeth Olson
_ . . Gay Trachsel
Be thinking of friends you could invite!! Secretary Louise Eilert
Reserve a table for up to 8. Treasurer Zandy Zwiebel

Contact Louise Eilert at 721-4946 or Sally Munger 728-0711

for more information Editor Julie Seidelmann
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Calendar

February
2/3-4 HHH Fellows in Duluth
2/7 LWV Duluth Board Meeting

2/9  Program Planning

2/26  New Member Meet and Greet
Black History Month

March

3/7 LWV Duluth Board Meeting

3/14 LWV Duluth Book Club
3/16  EqualiTEA

Pr esi
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LWV Dul

Thursday, March 14

6:15 Book discussion
Chester Creek Café, lower level

February 2013

uth A The Si

Book: The Chaperone
Author: Laura Moriarity

The Chaperone is a captivating novel about the woman who chap-
eroned 15 year old Louise Brooks to New York in 1922 and the
summer that would change them both.

5:30 Dinner

dent sdé Col

umn

Tuesday, January 08, 2013
Dear Minnesota State Legislators,

Our history of protecting and expanding voting rights
needs little explanation, but what many people don't real-
ize is the broad reach of our current work. League of
Women Voters (LWYV), a non-partisan political organiza-
tion, encourages the informed and active participation in
government, and influences public policy through educa-
tion and advocacy. The LWV studies issues through a
study and consensus process conducted by members.
Once there is understanding and agreement on the issue,
we then adopt a position that serves as the foundation for
future action on that issue. These positions serve as the

basis for our advocacy work at the Minnesota Legislature.

The priorities of the League of Women Voters Duluth for
the 2013 Legislative Session include: Impartial Judici-
ary, Gun Violence, & Human Trafficking. Our positions
on these issues are as follows:

Judiciary : Support a judicial system with the capacity to
assure a speedy trial and equal justice for all.

Selection of Judges: initial appointment of judgeship by
the governor, choosing from list forwarded by nominat-
ing commission. End-of-term evaluation of judges' per-
formance by an evaluation commission with results made
available to the public. Retention election: voters choose
to retain or not retain the judge.

Gun Violence: Support violence prevention programs in
all communities. Protect the health and safety of citizens
through limiting the accessibility and regulating the own-
ership of handguns and semi-automatic assault weapons
and support the allocation of resources to better regulate

and monitor gun dealers. Support restrictions on the sale,
possession and use of firearms by private parties in the
state of Minnesota.

Human Trafficking: Support and promote the well being
and the safety of the individual. Promote programs that:
work to encourage the full potential of everyone; that pre-
vent, child abuse, family violence, poor education, and
loss of health care. We support programs that emphasize
self esteem, healthy sexuality, problem solving, positive
expression of emotions, non-violent conflict resolution
and respect for others to prevent violent behavior.

When advocating on behalf of these policies we are se-
curing equal rights and equal opportunity for all, promot-
ing social and economic justice, and the health and safety
of all Americans. We hope to work with you during the
next few years to ensure that Minnesota will be address-
ing similar issues when setting goals and allocating funds.

Additional information may be found at Iwvduluth.org
Sincerely,

Gay Traschel & Elizabeth Olson
LWYV Duluth Co- Presidents, 2012-2013

League of Women Voters Web Sites

=

LWV Duluth
www.lwvduluth.org

LWVMN
www.lwvmn.org

LWVUS
www.lwv.org

ster
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Join Us for LWV Duluth 2013-2015 Program Planning aka Lively Issues!!
Submitted by Zandy Zwiebel

The Program Planning process is what keeps LWV a uniquely grassroots, or bottom-up vs. top-down, organi-
zation. The LWV program platform represents who we are and those issues that LWV members support and believe
in. Right now it is your turn to make recommendations for the issues LWV Minnesota will study and take action on
over the next two years. Duluth will be hosting our Program Planning and Lively Issues gathering on Saturday,
February 9™ from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. and all are welcome.

During this meeting, we will be reviewing the current program positions of LWV Minnesota (available to
members online at http://www.lwvmn.org/document.doc?id=266) and making recommendations for retention, update,
or removal. New policy areas where members have an interest will also be evaluated and may be recommended to the
State Board for a traditional League study, a policy Update, Concurrence or a Briefing Paper summary. These ways of
establishing of changing LWV Program on the national, state, or local level are governed by our bylaws and were dis-
cussed more thoroughly i n | ”as/tvwwmevduluthég Vot er (a
uploads/6/4/8/0/6480315/lwvduluthvoterjanuary 2013.pdf"). Members hoping to come prepared for vigorous discus-
sion are encouraged to review both the LWV Minnesota position information and the January Voter referenced above.

On a state-wide level, some local leagues have already submitted initial topics for consideration of Program adoption
at LWV Minnesota Convention in May. These suggestions are listed below:

1 LWV Duluth Environmental Committee is supporting a vote in Concurrence with the LWV Michigan po-
sition on the Great Lakes Ecosystem. Specific information in support of that request was supplied in last
mont hés voter (referenced above).

1 The Missing and Exploited Children Briefing Paper group has requested a 2-year study be conducted on
policy issues related to Missing and Exploited Children.

1 LWV Wayzata-Plymouth supports an Update of the current LWV Minnesota position on Improvements in
Election Laws to include details on voting rights of felons.

Other topics under discussion, but not yet submitted with supporting documentation include:

1 An Update on Ag and Minnesota Farm Bill legislation (similar to the National Study)

A Briefing Paper on promoting environmental sustainability by allowing only a single trash hauler to pro-
vide service in a neighborhood, reducing truck traffic, wear and tear, and pollution.

1 A revisit (update or Briefing Paper) of the Rank Choice Voting position, now that the issue has actually
been put in place in some major Minnesota cities.

1 A 2-year study for the Minnesota DNR similar to that conducted of the MPCA.

1 Anupdate on Education, Collective Bargaining and Tenure last addressed in 1978.

All are welcome to attend this meeting and provide input. Only dues paying members will be able to vote on
which policy / program issues are sent on for evaluation and recommendation to the LWV Minnesota State Board.
Anyone interested in more information or how to access resources, should contact Zandy Zwiebel I LWV Minnesota
Program Chair at 218-728-9411 or zwie0029(@d.umn.edu.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

L A o ew
Meet ono Greet fof| New eVéqlq%:?l\é
LM/V uluth Members!
On February 26, 5:00-6:15 PM, new League of Women

Duluth members are invited to gather for wine and appe-

tizers at the LWV Duluth Office, Building for Women, Jessica Ollhoff
32 E. First St. (lower level). Linda Pichetti
Meet and get acquainted with other new LWV members @ﬂ‘g Kayli Staubus
and find out how you can get the most out of your mem- ﬂ Tonya Sconiers

bership in the coming year. McKinley Sconiers-Hasan

Jensina Rosen
RSVP Gail at 525-0529 or gail4duluth@gmail.com
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LWYV Duluth Co-Sponsors Trafficking Awareness Month

League of Women Voters Duluth members Gail Schoenfelder and Joyce Ben-
son represented our League on a Trafficking Task Force Committee to plan
events for January 2013 Trafficking Awareness Month. The month began with

a press conference (see photos). Many book clubs and individuals participated
in the community book read of "Girls Like Us" by Rachel Lloyd. Other events
included: a showing of the documentary, "SEX and MONEY", featuring six
photojournalists who travel the U.S. seeking to understand how sexual exploita-
tion of underage girls has become the nation's fastest growing problem and

what can be done to stop it; and a local panel and community discussion on
"Northland Girls Are Not For Sale

(On right) Mayor Don Ness issues proclamation declaring January 2013 Duluth
Trafficking Awareness Month. St. Louis County Steve O'Neil waits to issue
statement of the St. Louis County Board's support for a state-wide effort to de-
velop a victim-centered response to eliminate sex trafficking of our children.

LWYV Duluth Book Club members discuss "Girls Like
Us' with discussion leaders from PAVSA, Christina
Harkness and Katy Eagle. This book read was part of
January's Trafficking Awareness Month of which our
League was a major co-sponsor.

Community Members gather in the rotunda of Duluth City
Hall for press conference on January 9, 2013 to support the
beginning of Duluth's Trafficking Awareness Month.

The following resolution was presented by County Commissioner Steve O'Neil
at the Press Conference on January 9, 2013.
Resolution
Board of County Commissioners St. Louis County, Minnesota
Adopted on: December 18, 2012 Resolution Ne/a22

BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Louis County Board supports the position of the Association of Minnesota Counties
in taking a leadership role in convening a statewide summit of county leaders around this issue to develop a victim-
centered response to eliminate sex trafficking of our children.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board supports the provision of state and federal resources to im-
plement a comprehensive statewide "No Wrong Door" intervention model including shelter, housing, and services for
child sex-trafficking victims, as well as training for law enforcement and other frontline personnel.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the St. Louis County Board supports amending Minnesota's Safe Harbor Act to define
all sex-trafficked children under the age of 18 as crime victims, not as juvenile delinquents.

Submitted by Gail Schoenfelder
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Community Stand Against Racism
Submitted by Jane Gilley

"An event has happened, upon which
it is difficult to speak and impossible
to remain silent." The Clayton Jack-
son McGhie Memorial, dedicated to
the three black men who were
lynched by a white mob in Duluth in
1920, calls us to step forward and
take a stand against racism. And more recently Mayor
Ness called us to speak out: "As a community, we must
stand united against these actions and make clear we
have zero tolerance for racism. I strongly believe the vast
majority of people in Duluth are compassionate, accept-
ing people willing to stand up together for the sake of the
entire community and combat racism, bigotry and other
forms of oppression. . . I hope folks will both join us in
speaking out against these recent racist acts and, more
importantly, further our collective commitment to elimi-
nate racism from our entire community."

Please help us make a visible statement that our commu-
nity is taking a stand against racism. At the start of this
new year Stop Racism signs will be appearing in the
windows of service organizations, businesses, city build-
ings, churches and temples, homes, schools, and cars.
You can pick up your sign at Peace church, or at the fol-
lowing locations: downtown and Mount Royal libraries,
Central Hillside Community Center, and the Human
Rights office in City Hall, UnFair Campaign web site
and our LWV Duluth website.

Take a stand, speak up and stop racism wherever and
whenever you hear or see it. Our collective responses
can help move our community toward racial equity and
justice.

Community Memorial Service

for Gun Violence Victims
Submitted by Gay Trachsel

At Peace Church, on
Jan. 13, 85 community
members came together
in a response to the
Sandy Hook mass
shooting. Kathy Nelson,
| the Pastor of Peace
Church, opened the me-
morial by giving a his-
tory of the bells of the
Church. They were
forged from tragedy to
peace or i
pl owshares. Community
Joan Peterson, Protect Minnesota; Robin Roeser, Deputy
Chief of Police; Mark Rubin, County Attorney; Brent
Gurtek, gun maker and owner; Gay Trachsel, LWV;
Susan Utech, Director of Safe Haven; Henry Banks,
Founder Clayton, Jackson, McGhie Memorial; Linda
Riddle, DAIP; Bill Gronseth, ISD #709 School Superin-
tendent; and Mary Streufert, Brady Campaign.

All the speakers read off some of the deaths that oc-
curred in each month during 2012 and then in their own
individual way asked the audience to get involved to pre-
vent further gun violence. Mary Struefert ended with a
call to action and alerted the audience to a handout that
gives suggestions as to ways in which they could act.

Rev. Barb Hauck ended with a closing reflection that
asked all to have a change of heart not just mind; To re-
spond with love for hatred and peace for violence.

The message that was repeated many times on Sunday
was ANow i s the ti me,

0
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Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program

On February 3 and 4, eleven Fellows from the Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program of 2012-2013 will come to
Duluth for an annual two-day program. These Fellows are from India, Philippines, Republic of Congo, Mongolia,

Egypt, Malawi, Tajikistan, Colombia, Turkey, and Pakistan.

The purpose of this vi

sit

is to have a discussi

The Fellows are judges, police officers, lawyers, or government officials, and have expressed interest in what Duluth
has done, and is now doing, to fight racism and human trafficking. Mayor Ness will welcome them at City Hall, where
they will meet with other city employees. They will have discussions on human rights and our justice system. They
will also hear from representatives of the Un-Fair Campaign and the Clayton Jackson McGhie Memorial, and will
visit the Building for Women where they will meet with the Trafficking Task Force.

This is the 17" year LWV Duluth has helped organize the visit of these exceptional people.
We welcome them to Duluth!

Joyce Benson, LWV Duluth International Relations Chair

on
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JOIN THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS FOR 2012-2013
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Your membership is essential to the ongoing work of the League. Renew your membership today or join as a new
member and help keep our local League a vital voice in our community.

Name

Phone E-mail

$100 Sustaining Membership to honor Susan
B. Anthony, founder of National Suffrage
Woman Association in 1869.

$75 Household Membership to honor Elizabeth
Cady Stanton who launched Suffrage Movement
by organizing Seneca Falls Convention in 1848.

$50 Individual Membership to honor Carrie
Chapman Catt, founder League of Women Voters
1920.

$25 Student Membership to honor Alice Paul, early
20th Century chief strategist of Suffrage
Movement 6s militant wing.

$10 Limited Income to honor Lucy Burns, co-founder
of Congressional Union with Alice Paul.

$10-$250 Additional Donation to honor Sojourner
Truth, abolitionist, suffragist, author of
AAIi not | a Womano 1851.

Make checks payable to LWV Duluth and mail to:
Mary Dragich, 1612 Skyline Parkway, Duluth , MN 55805.



