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19th Annual Citizens in Action 

Saturday, January 28, 2017 

9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

First United Methodist Church 

(Coppertop) 

230 E. Skyline Parkway 

Opening Speaker: Carl Crawford 

City of Duluth Human Rights Office 

Theme: Passion. Participation. Persistence 

Citizens in Action is a daylong training program designed to educate citizens about 

the political process and how they can get involved at the local, state, and national 

level. LWV Duluth and many cooperating organizations sponsor this free event 

that is open to the public. Each year over 150 participants attend the workshop and 

have an opportunity to meet with area elected officials, network and receive many 

handouts with contact information for area organizations and elected officials. 
 

                                                                     See the yellow flyer and registration form inside this Voter   

                                                 Pre-registration required 

Please come and join the discussion with  

members of our Duluth Delegation about  

issues of interest for the 2017 Legislative  

Session. This is a great opportunity for learning, 

sharing and asking your own questions of our 

elected representatives (Senator-Elect Erik 

Simonson, Representatives Mary Murphy, Jenni-

fer Schultz and Representative-Elect Liz Olson). 

 

January 8, 2017 
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 

Somers Hall Lounge, 

College of  St. Scholastica 

Legislative 

Roundtable  

Trafficking Awareness Month - January 2017 
Join us for Duluthôs Fifth Annual Community Gathering  

to honor and support victims and survivors of trafficking. 
 

Monday, January 9, 2017 

Noon- 1:00 pm 

Trepanier Hall,  

202 W. Second St. 

Mayor Emily Larson along with city leaders will speak.  A red shawl healing 

ceremony will begin the program.   
 

Community and LWV members are invited and encouraged to attend to learn 

how together we can make a difference. 
 

See page 3 for more information on Trafficking Awareness Month events 

 

 

See page 4 for more information on Legislative Roundtable 



Calendar 

January 

1/8 Legislative Roundtable 

1/9 Sex Trafficking Kickoff 

1/12 Membership Committee 

1/12 Natural Resources 

 Committee 

1/17 Voter Service Committee 

1/26 Sisters Book Club 

1/28 Citizens in Action 
 

February 
2/2 Program Planning 
 

March  
3/18 Equali-TEA 

Dear Friends, 
 

Happy 2017! I hope that this New Year brings an opportu-

nity to refocus and reprioritize your goals. I would like to 

thank everyone for their time and efforts in making Du-

luth and Minnesota one of the top voter turn outs in the 

nation. What a wonderful community to be living in that 

makes voting a top priority. 
 

However, the work of LWV doesnôt end with an election; 

in fact, LWV Duluth is busy all year long. We work hard 

to engage people on multiple issues and policies. Our mis-

sion says it all: League of Women Voters is a non-

partisan political organization that encourages the in-

formed and active participation of citizens in government, 

and influences public policy through education and advo-

cacy.  
 

Visit our website www.lwvduluth.org/lwv-state--national-

positions.html to learn about our state and national policy 

positions. 
 

One of LWV Duluth priorities is the education and advo-

cacy that will be done in the month of January on Sex 

Trafficking Awareness. This is an issue that we hear about 

but may not know much about, perhaps we donôt think it 

necessarily affect us personally. However, it is a complex, 

horrifying and destructive issue that doesnôt just affect 

those involved but the whole community. 

What can you do? Learn more about this issue. Support 

organizations that work to reduce vulnerabilities, such as 

homelessness and poverty. Understand that it affects peo-

ple of all ages. Women are especially targeted, however 

this isnôt an issue that just affects women. Vulnerability is 

often at the heart of those being trafficked.   
 

As always, each one of us has a responsibility. Just be-

cause the election is done, the work isnôt over. We always 

need to be paying attention. This is a fundamental part of 

living in a democracy. It does take extra work, but you 

can make it part of your everyday life. 

 

What can we do? Instead of tackling the beast, take an 

issue that means a lot to you. Pay attention and be in-

formed. Watch those policies. Make your voice heard,  

especially with phone calls to local, state, and national 

politicians. Contribute,  Interact , and Engage locally.  
 

For LWV Duluth, we will be planning our programming 

priorities for the year. As always, visit the calendar on our 

website www.lwvduluth.org to find out what upcoming 

events will be happening. Like the League of Women 

Voters Duluth Facebook page and watch for periodic   

E-News emails. 

 

We look forward to working with you in 2017! 

 

Maria Isley, LWV Duluth President 
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Presidentôs Letter 

 

Each year we get together to review our policy positions, our 

PROGRAM FOR ACTION  
 

Watch for January Survey! 
You will be asked to review LWV Duluth and LWVMN current positions. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

LWV Duluth  
www.lwvduluth.org 

 
 
 
 

LWVMN  
www.lwvmn.org 

 
 LWVUS  

www.lwv.org 

 

Diversity 
 

League of Women Voters affirms its commitment  

to reflecting the diversity of Minnesota in its  

membership and strives to overcome barriers of  

gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation,  

national origin, or disabilities in the activities  

of the organization.  

Do We have a position on that  

and what are we doing about it? 
Itôs time for you to help decide where the League stands! 

SAVE THE DATE!!  
Thursday, February 2 at WLSSD, 5:30 - 7:30 pm 

Annual Program Planning Meeting 

For more information:  Chelsea at helmerchelsea @gmail.com 

http://www.lwvduluth.org/lwv-state--national-positions.html
http://www.lwvduluth.org/lwv-state--national-positions.html
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January 2017 Trafficking Awareness Month EVENTS 
 

January 2017 marks Duluthôs fifth annual community observance of Trafficking Awareness Month.   The League of 

Women Voters Duluth, along with a number of other organizations, is sponsoring several events during January to 

raise awareness around the commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking of girls and women in the Twin Ports area.  

League members are encouraged to attend the following programs to learn how, as individuals and as an organization, 

we can make a difference.  

 

January 9, 2017:  Press conference to kick-off Trafficking Awareness Month events, Noon-1:00 PM, Trepanier 

Hall, 212 W. Second Street.  The focus of this event is to highlight how community members are and can join together 

to end trafficking. ñSex Trafficking.  Itôs Here.  Help End it. ñ  

 

January 17, 2017:  Panel Discussion with Jeff Bauer, Family Partnership, ñSafe Harbor for Allò, Zinema Theatre, 

222 E. Superior Street.   Watch for a future E-News for more information. 

 

February 11, 2017:  Nepali dinner, Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Duluth, 835 W. College St., 5:00 PM, to 

raise funds for PAVSAôs Emergency Fund for Victims and Survivors of Trafficking.  The dinner will be catered by 

Shunu Shrestha who was born and raised in Nepal and is the current Trafficking Program Coordinator for the Duluth 

area.   Seating is limited, so make a reservation early.  If interested, contact Gail at gail4duluth@gmail.com. 

 

2017 January Trafficking Awareness Month Area Events 

 

January 4, Two Harbors.4:30 PM, Annual Press Conference and Candlelight Vigil, Atrium (second floor), Lake 

County Courthouse. 

January 12, 7:00 PM, Documentary, ñWith Impunityò, Two Harbors Community Center. 

January 14, Fond du Lac Pow Wow, all day at Black Bear, Red Shawl Ceremony to remember and honor victims and 

survivors of trafficking. 

January 16, 7:00 PM, Documentary, ñWith Impunityò, Silver Bay, Parks and Rec Center. 

January 17, Panel and Discussion, ñSafe Harbor for Allò, Zuccone Theatre, 222 E. Superior St.   

January 19, Book Read sponsored by the Duluth Public Library, ñThe Guest Roomò by Chris Bohjalian, Main Li-

brary, 520 W. Superior St., Gold Room, 6:30 PM.  All are invited.  

January 20, Men As Peacemakers releases its, Don't Buy It Project. 5:00 pm Trepanier Hall 

January 29, 3:00 PM.  Live performance of the play, ñBottomò, Two Harbors High School Auditorium. 

TBD:  Native Sisters Society Program 

February 1:  Brave Art Exhibit, Trepanier Hall, 5-7 PM.   

February 11: Nepali Dinner to raise funds for PAVSAôs Emergency Fund for Victims and Survivors of Trafficking, 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 835 College Street, Duluth, 5:00 PM.  Email gail4duluth@gmail.com for reser-

vations. 
 

CO-SPONSORS OF TRAFFICKING AWARENESS EVENTS TO DATE:  Woodland Hills, Neighborhood Youth Services, 

Cambia Hills, Lutheran Social Service, League of Women Voters Duluth, AAUW (American Association of University 

Women), Life House, PAVSA, Men As Peacemakers, Lake County Sex Trafficking Task Force, North Homes, St. Louis County 

Public Health and Human Services, First Methodist Church, Duluth Sister Cities International, Duluth Seaway Port Authority, 

Native Sisters Society, Mending the Sacred Hoop, AICHO, Duluth Public Library, Unitarian Universalist Congregation Duluth, 

Essentia Health, UMD Womenôs Resource Action Center. 

 

Background Information:  The commercial sexual exploitation of children is one of the worst, yet unaddressed, forms of child 

abuse in the U.S.  It happens in every city and town including Duluth.  The average age of a Minnesota girl that is first prosti-

tuted (trafficked) for sex is thirteen, many as young as eleven.   According to FBI data, Minnesota is one of the top thirteen 

places for trafficking of underage girls.  Approximately 213 girls are sold for sex in Minnesota, an average of four to five times 

per day--each month-- through the internet and escort services.  (Statistics taken from MN Girls Are Not For Sale website) 

 

Sex Trafficking.  Itôs Here.  Help End it! 

mailto:gail4duluth@gmail.com
mailto:gail4duluth@gmail.com


Final Call for Membership Renewals 
 

LWV Duluth needs you!  There are many challenges that 

our local, state and national League will face in the days 

ahead.  As our LWVMN director, Susan Sheridan Tucker, 

reminds us, ñWe come out of a movement from the past 

that afforded many women the right to vote.  Our contin-

ued work is to help eliminate voter suppression, to edu-

cate and engage Minnesotans in the issues of importance 

and to help them be empowered by using their voices and 

their votes to effect positive changes for their communi-

ties.ò 
 

Thank you to all of our members for your support and 

dedication to Leagueôs mission and to the study and ac-

tion that we take to carry out this mission.  You are essen-

tial to the difference we can make in our efforts to educate 

and advocate for positive reform on issues that impact us 

all. 
 

Renew your membership for the year September 1, 

2016---August 31, 2017 by January 20, 2017.   Current 

members who do not renew their membership by this date 

will be dropped from our roster.    
 

Please return the membership form on the back of this 

Voter to Nancy Palmer, 444 Hartley Pl., Duluth 55803 or 

renew online at www.lwvduluth.org.   Thank you!!! 

Opportunities for Bi-partisan Compromise 

General Education Funding Formula 

Children's Mental Health 

Gun Violence Protective Order 

Protecting Minnesota's Fresh  Water Resources 

Minnesota's Solution for Affordable Health Care 

LGA - Local Government Aid 

Opioid Epidemic 

Reaching Out to Underrepresented Communities 

Issues to be included: 
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                        Voter Services Committee 
 

I hope your holidays were filled with family, friends, fun, 

and far too many delicious treats, with New Yearôs reso-

lutions made and some already broken. The beginning of 

a new year offers a perfect opportunity for reflection and 

renewal.  It is time to recall what we have accomplished 

during the past year and look ahead to what we hope to 

achieve in the future. 
 

Looking back to when the Voter Services committee con-

vened for the first time in the spring, we had an ambi-

tious goal.  Inspired by the work of the Cross Cultural 

Committee to make a serious effort to connect and part-

ner with traditionally under-represented communities in 

Duluth, we created a very busy calendar of events.  We 

had typically scheduled very few events in the summer 

months, but most of the community activities that we 

were looking at were in the summer.  In order to make 

this work, we needed a lot of members to step up, and 

step up they did. 
 

From June 5 through August 28th, we conducted 15 voter 

registration events.  Together with the fall events, we reg-

istered voters at a total of 33 events; registering 377 vot-

ers, distributing reams of voter information, and answer-

ing a myriad of questions. This was accomplished be-

cause over 40 member volunteers dedicated a combined 

800 hours of their time to this important effort.  We were 

everywhere! 
 

While we celebrate this amazing effort, we cannot afford 

to rest on our laurels.  Another important election is com-

ing in 2017 with state and local positions up for a vote.  

So in addition to reflection and renewal, we will need 

resolve and rededication to do it all over again.  To that 

end, we will have our first meeting for 2017: 

 

 

 

 

 

Please put it on your calendars and attend if you can.  We 

invite current committee members as well as any other 

members who want to become part of the committee. 
 

We did work hard but we also had lots of fun.  We made 

lasting connections with the communities we served and 

built friendships with our fellow League members.  Irre-

spective of whether you can help with one event or many, 

you will be supporting our democracy and helping others 

to realize their most important right as citizens, the right 

to vote. 
 

Submitted by Ellen Wiss 

 

Welcome New LWV Duluth Members! 

Samantha Singer  

Ali Rothschild 

Shawnee Stephanson 

Rita Krochalk 

Jean Sramek 

Mary Andrys 

 

 
Legislative Roundtable 

January 8, 2017 

Contact Jane Gilley at 724-7240  

or jmgilley@charter.net  

 

Tuesday, January 17th 

4:30 - 6:00 pm 

Building for Women  

http://www.lwvduluth.org
mailto:jmgilley@charter.net
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When I joined the LWV in 2007, I was impressed by the intelligence, leadership, enthusiasm and dedication of the 

League members. Looking for ways to get involved, I considered the various committees and interest groups to 

choose from.  By joining with them, I too could make a difference.  However, in my enthusiasm, I signed up for more 

than I could manage effectively. At that time my husband was involved in work related activities that required na-

tional and international travel.  Of course, I wanted to accompany him whenever possible.  Although I liked to think I 

could do it all, it became apparent I needed to make some choices.   Looking through the committee sign-up sheets, I 

noticed that Gail Schoenfelder was managing the Membership Committee, all by herself!  I saw an opportunity to 

help and have never regretted joining that committee. Soon, others joined and now there are nine of us. 

 

It has been exciting to see the enthusiasm of new members.  Some are ready to make major leadership commitments.  

Others prefer to participate when, and as they feel able. As for myself, I have registered voters, hosted international 

guests, attended and contributed to special events.  League is there for anyone who wants to support a local or national 

cause or issue that is within the League guidelines of political nonpartisanship. 

 

I am a League member because I believe intelligent committed women, working together can make the world a better 

place. 

Why I am a Member of  LWV Duluth  

 By Cindy Blomberg 

In Remembrance of Pat Stoddard 
 

This piece is written as a brief remembrance of Pat Stoddard, a member of the League of Women Voters Duluth for 

49 years, who died at the end of October at the age of 93. 

 

I really got to know Pat through three avenues ï the League of Women Voters of course and also through the Univer-

sity for Seniors and as a member of the same church. When I met Pat she was already in her mid-80ôs ï vibrant, en-

gaged, gracious ï definitely someone that you wanted to be around. 

 

She made a real impression on me because she always tried to make things fun. As an example, several of us would 

get together at Patôs apartment and do the monthly LWV Duluth Newsletter. I can still hear Pat asking, ñWhat libation 

would you prefer?ò Much more fun, than what do you want to drink, I think. As her memory slipped a bit, she would 

mention that her ñmentationò was not really sharp. I always thought if she could remember the word ñmentationò she 

was doing really well! 

 

Her professional work in Duluth included 12 years in social work at Northwood Childrenôs Home and 18 years as Co-

ordinator of Adult Day service at the Benedictine Health Center. After her retirement from BHC, Pat joined St. Louis 

Countyôs Retired Senior Volunteer Program staff as a Volunteer leader in the America Reads Challenge. I know she 

liked to work with children and I saw firsthand at the Unitarian Church how she related to them.  As one of her sons 

wrote in her obituary, she always saw seniors as an untapped resource for kids. 

 

I mention her involvement as noted above to say that when I asked her if she would be willing to be a part of the 

League telephone tree to make sure that members were reminded of events of possible interest, she said of course she 

would because that was something she could do and do well. Another way she helped was by calling members state-

wide asking for contributions which helped the Duluth League raise funds. She knew many people and was very  

persuasive ï a great combination for fundraising! Despite her need to slow down,  she still wanted to make a contribu-

tion. She was an inspiration and role model for me about how to age gracefully. I feel very lucky to have known her 

and I know many other folks who feel the same way. 

 

Submitted by Sally Munger 
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Committee Contact Next Meeting Date 

Voter Service: Registration 

& New Citizens 
Ellen Wiss mewiss62@gmail.com 

Meets with whole Voter Service 

Committee on as needed basis 

Voter Service Ellen Wiss mewiss62@gmail.com 
January 17, 4:30 ï 6 p.m. Building 

for Women 

International Relations 

Joyce Benson 727-2026 (home) 

Liz Taylor 393-0703 (cell) 

  

Meet during March/April as needed 

to prepare for Humphrey Fellows 

visit 

Membership 
Theresa OôGara 724-4821 (home) 

Gail Schoenfelder  310-8678 (cell) 

Monthly meeting, January 12,  

10:30 a.m. Joyce Bensonôs,  

2nd floor, 70 E. St. Marie St. 

Citizens in Action,  

Saturday, January 28, 2017 

Rosie Loeffler-Kemp 341-2014 

Ilsa Hoeschen 715 252-4037 
Meeting now 

Natural Resources 
Sally Munger 728-0711 (home) 

Devon Hovey 563 419-0805 

January 12, 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. Build-

ing for Women Founders Room 

Newsletter Mailing Mary Ellen Klemer 218 728-5972 
Generally last Wednesday of the 

month @ Klemerôs 28 Bruce St. 

Observer Corps 
Mary Jane Peterson 

mjpete62@charter.net 
Depends on Board or Commission 

Cross Cultural Social Equity 

Annie Kennedy 624-4944 (home) 

Wendy Champness 491-4887 (cell) 

champnes@msu.edu 

TBD 

Building for Women, 32 E. 1st St. 

Book Club Gay Trachsel 728-5478 (home) 

January 26, Valentiniôs 5:30 p.m. 

Book ñLaRoseò by Louise Erdrich, 

Leader, Theresa OôGara FFI Gay 

Plant & Book Sale, Sat. June 10 2017 Gail Schoenfelder 310-8678 (cell) TBD 

Communications 

Julie Seidelmann 348-1209 (cell) 

jtseid@gmail.com 

Gwen Thorson 624-4756 (home) 

gmthorson@aol.com 

As needed 

Equali-TEA,  

Saturday, March 18, 2017 

Jean Farmakes 612 859-9700 (cell) 

jfarmake@yahoo.com  

Gail Nouska 218-206-4682 

Newska519@hotmail.com.  

Interested in volunteering, 

please contact Jean 

Opportunities to Make a Difference 

Become Involved in a LWV Duluth Committee 

Please contact the chairs or co-chairs of the 

committees if you are interested  

in becoming involved or learning more 

about their committees. 

mailto:Newska519@hotmail.com
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Observersô Report 

Submitted by Mary Jane Peterson 
 

New members Samantha Singer and Stephanie Balmer will now observe the Community Development Committee. 

Thank you , ladies 

 

Community Development Committee: 
Duluth is an Entitlement Community as defined by HUD.  They receive funds to provide decent housing, a suitable liv-

ing environment, and opportunities to expand economic opportunities for low- and moderate- income persons.  Annual 

funding sources include Community Development Block Grant, HOME investment Partnership Program, and Emer-

gency Solutions Grant Program. Organizations apply for funding.  Executive Directors of CHUM and Life House had 

an opportunity to discuss  homelessness in Duluth as a problem.  Committee member Reyna Crow engaged these repre-

sentatives in a broader discussion of the homelessness in Duluth and what more might be done to address their 

needs.  A discussion involved whether to recommend funding for an organization that did not meet the application re-

quirements.  The city staff recommended not funding the program.  Their ineligibility and level of high risk were a con-

cern.  If the project failed in some way, the city would need to pay HUD back out of the city's general fund.  The Com-

mittee ultimately decided to fund the program.  The Committee's recommendations for funding will next be presented 

to the City Council at their Dec. 12th meeting of the whole. 

Submitted by Samantha Singer 

 

Indigenous Commission: 
Babette Sandman presented a resolution written by several Commission members to support the Standing Rock Sioux 

Tribe in their opposition to the Dakota access pipeline. The resolution was unanimously passed by the Commissioners 

and will be taken by Kassie Helgerson to Standing Rock on Nov. 25.  The resolution consists of 12 whereas statements 

and ends with "Now Therefore Be It Resolve:  We stand shoulder to shoulder in solidarity with the Water Protectors, 

The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe and their supporting tribal Nations.  We do so in recognition of the Water Protectors 

who are willing to lay down their lives in order to protect the living water for all people."  Four of the Commissioners 

read the resolution at the City Council meeting and requested that the Council discuss and vote to adopt the resolution 

at the next Council meeting.  A new subcommittee to explore undoing racism trainings will be recommended to the Po-

lice Dept. as a check on implicit biases.  They will also recommend that the police hire more officers of color.  Judy 

Gibs from the Parks and Rec Dept. presented information about plans to develop a Lakewalk Master Plan.  She invited 

commissioners to attend a meeting with Lakewalk Master Plan and present their ideas about a name change for Lake 

Place Park to Gitchi'Ode Akiing and signage in Ojibwe for Chambers Grove Park.  A committee will act as a liaison 

with the Parks and Rec Department.  City Councilor Joel Sipress will set up a meeting between commissioners and the 

Greater Downtown Council regarding the name change. 

Submitted by Gail Schoenfelder 

 

Parks and Recreation Commission: 
The 'wayfaring project" was presented by Andrew and Judy Gibs.  The Western Waterfront Trail is being restored to its 

original width and grade with improved access and more explicit attention to making parks more widely accessible 

across levels of income and physical disability.  In October, Babette Sandman, Indigenous Commission and Joel 

Sipress, City Council, presented a resolution to the effect that a representative would sit on the Park Commission to en-

sure that all indigenous language and symbols are appropriate.  New dog park on Riley Road is now named Jean Du-

luth Dog Park.  Skyline Parkway is a park with overlooks a high priority.  Effects of emerald ash borer and picking up 

garbage in parks is an ongoing issue.  The city has undeveloped right of ways on almost all streets.  Unless the city has 

developed the right of way, using that access is trespassing.  Tier 1 access is for visitors and Tier 2 for neighborhood 

access.  A task force was created for Tier 2 recommendations. 

Submitted by:  Tom Burns 

 

Observersô Report continued on page 8 
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Thursday, January 26  

5:30 - Dinner  

6:00 p.m. - Discussion 

Valentiniôs Restaurant 

 

LWV Duluth  

ñThe Sistersò  Book Club 

LaRose by Louise Erdrich 

 

Inspiring and affecting, LaRose is a powerful ex-

ploration of loss, justice, and the reparation of the 

human heart, and an unforgettable, dazzling tour 

de force from one of Americaôs most distinguished 

literary masters.  

Discussion Leader: Theresa OôGara 

Questions:  Gay Trachsel 728-5478  

 

From the Natural Resources Committee 

Minnesotans throw away 87,000 tons of plastic bags every year.   

In Duluth, most plastic bags end up in the landfill.   

Put your reusable bags in a convenient place so they will be used. 

Observersô Reportðcontinued from page 7 
 

Human Rights Commission: 
The Human Rights Commission has been in transition since their last meeting in October.  At the City Council 

meeting on Nov. 22, a resolution was passed to update the city's human rights ordinance by clarifying the powers of 

the commission and human rights officer.  The size of the commission will go from 15 to 9 members.  A councilor 

reported to us that the Commission should be meeting again in January.  Reorganizing the Human Rights Commis-

sion has delayed movement toward a Human Rights Ordinance for the city of Duluth.  The City Council passed an 

ordinance in January, 2014 for the Commission to draft language.  A rally at the Civic Center brought attention to 

the issue.  A working draft should be ready for the commission in January, according to Joel Sipress. 

Submitted by Mary Jane Peterson 

 

Duluth City Council:  
Avalon, an educational institute for at risk youth, sought funding in the amount of $35,000 through the Community 

Development Block Grant Program.  Several councilors expressed concern related to their website that addresses 

martial arts instruction and pole dancing.  This issue was tabled to allow for more consideration.  All moneys must 

be appropriately tracked in order to maintain the city's ability to attract future grants. 

Submitted by Jackie Johnson 

 

St. Louis County Board: 
Capital Improvement Bonds in the approximate amount of $33,000,000 were approved for the purpose of providing 

funds to purchase an existing building located in Cook, MN and improve and equip such building for use as a public 

works facility, and construct an administrative building in Virginia, MN. Regular agenda items passed:  install road-

way lighting at 58 rural intersections, reimbursement of property tax abatement and credits granted to property own-

ers for damage to property from 2016 wind storms, and authorizing a contract with Arrowhead Regional Corrections 

for an additional 1.0 FTE Probation Officer to serve mental health court participants. 

Submitted by Gwen Thorson 
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A great time was had by all at the annual LWV Duluth 

Holiday Social on December 8 at the home of Nancy and 

Lane Palmer.  Thank you to Nancy and Lane for opening 

their beautiful home to LWV Duluth members and guests. 

Donations were made to Life House this year. 

On behalf of the staff and board of directors of Life House, 

I'd like to express our heartfelt thanks to members of the 

League of Women Voters Duluth! The holiday season can 

be very difficult for the homeless and street youth we serve. 

This year, thanks to your generous gifts totaling more than 

$650, we were able to provide more than one hundred teens, 

young adults, and their young children with Christmas gifts 

and a festive holiday feast. Thanks for making it possible for 

us to show our Life House youth how much the community 

cares about them.  
 

Maude Dornfeld, Life House Executive Director  

LWV Duluth Holiday Social  

Nancy Palmer, Gail Schoenfelder,  

Julie Seidelmann, Sally Munger 

Rosemary Guttormsson, Joan Peterson, Anita Gille 

Joanne Ellison, Christina Woods, 

Tina Welsh, Kathy Heltzer 

Betty Preus, Mavis Whiteman 

Nancy and Lane Palmer 


