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Our Mission  

The League of Women Voters, 

 a nonpartisan political  

organization, encourages the  

informed and active  

participation of citizens in  

government, works to increase 

understanding of major public 

policy issues, and influences 

public policy through education 

and advocacy. 
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League of Women Voters Duluth Annual Meeting 

Wednesday, May 7, 2014 

Radisson Hotel  
Social Hour & Silent Auction 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

 Dinner 6:30  

 followed by Speaker and Annual Business Meeting 
 

Scheduled Speaker:  

Lt. Governor, Yvonne Prettner Solon 

(See page  3) 

Price: $25.00  (Reservations required) 

RSVP due by Friday, May 2 to Rosemary Guttormsson:  

roseyrita@mac.com or 390-8426.   
 

Also need dinner choice:  Northwoods Chicken (grilled chicken breast topped 

with beurre blanc and marinated tomatoes served over Minnesota wild  rice.)  

or Saffron Squash Entree 

Please include your dinner choice with your reservation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our fourth annual plant and book sale will be held this year on Saturday, June 14, 

at the Mt. Royal parking lot.  Help is needed to set up and price plants and books 

and sell them once the sale opens to the public. 

 

If you can help the day of the sale for an hour or two between 8:00 AM-1:00 

PM, please email Gail at gail4duluth@gmail.com or call 318-8678.  Also, 

please email or call Gail if you are able to donate plants or books.  

 

We are in desperate need of tables to display books, so if you have one or 

more, we could borrow, please contact Gail.   

 

This sale was a huge success the past three years thanks to the many members 

who donated plants and books. Once again we are looking for good quality hard 

cover and paper back books---nonfiction, fiction of all kinds including best sell-

ers, mysteries, science fiction, suspense, cook book, gardening, and children's 

books.  No magazines or outdated nonfiction.  As you begin to think about 

Spring cleaning, be sure to save any books you no longer want, and if you 

are a gardener, please consider dividing your perennials and donate them to 

our sale. 

 

Thank you to all who can help to make this fundraiser a big success! 

FOURTH  ANNUAL  

PERENNIAL PLANT 

AND BOOK SALE  

mailto:roseyrita@mac.com
mailto:gail4duluth@gmail.com
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Calendar 
 
 

May 

5/1 LWV Duluth Board Meeting 

5/3 LWVMN Council 

5/7 LWV Duluth Annual Meeting 

 Silent Auction 

5/22 LWV Duluth Book Club 

 

June 

6/14 LWV Duluth Plant and Book Sale 

Presidentôs Letter 

2014 LWV Duluth Annual Meeting 
 

The LWV Duluth Annual Meeting is  our only business 

meeting of the League year.  It is important, not just for 

that reason, but because it is the entire membershipôs op-

portunity to set the course of the League for the coming 

year.  Use it!  I hope every member, whether you have 

been in the League for years and years, or are a rather new 

member and havenôt quite gotten the gist of how this thing 

runs, the Annual Meeting is the place to be:  WEDNES-

DAY EVENING, MAY 7, RADISSON HOTEL!!!  
The Social Hour starts at 5:30 PM, with dinner at 6:30 

PM.  Call 390-8426,  or e-mail roseyrita@mac.com for 

reservations. ....  See details noted in this Voter. 

 

The Annual Meeting is important, too, for you to hear, 

and maybe, meet our own MN Lt. Gov. Yvonne Prettner 

Solon.  You will have a chance to meet other members 

you will wish to know better, too.  This is the place to net-

work.  The plan is to enjoy good company and have your 

say in how the LWV Duluth will carry out our mission in 

the coming year.  I always found it great to experience a 

meeting that sticks to Roberts Rules of Order, encourages 

full discussion, entertains differences of ideas in 

a  civil   discourse, and moves to a satisfying decision.  It 

is a learning experience in democratic process and  this 

very process is key to the success of self government in 

the greater community.  We are governed by the member-

ship.  We are a grass roots organization. 

 

And, there is also the Silent Auction!  The LWV Duluth 

Annual Silent Auction has become a highly charged bar-

gains contest! Very nice league ladies can be sharp bid-

ders!   Some fine things have been auctioned at prices that 

can only be defined as a steal!  The Auction raises money 

for the activities of the local league but it is also an excit-

ing race to win the best deals.  Come early, make your 

bid, and pay attention! 

 

Looking forward to seeing you there!    

 

Nancy Bratrud, LWV Duluth president 

 

Look for a water fact in the 

Voter each month!! 

LWV Duluth ñThe Sistersò  

Book Club 

Date: Thursday, May 22 

5:30 p.m. Dinner 

6:15 p.m. Discussion 

Chester Creek Cafe, lower level 
 

Book: "My Beloved World" 

Author: Sonia Sotomayor 

Discussion leader:  Sally Munger 

FFI contact Sally Munger at 728-0711 

ñAn instant American icon--the 

first Hispanic on the U.S. Supreme 

Court--tells the story of her life 

before becoming a judge in an  

inspiring, surprisingly personal 

memoir.ò   

Good Reads 

Please bring book suggestions for next year!! 

Paperbacks preferred. 

Did you Know? 

"55 million barrels of  oil are used 

annually in the life cycle of   

producing plastic water bottles! ". 

 

mailto:roseyrita@mac.com
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THANK YOU, OBSERVER CORP MEMBERS  

FOR TAKING   ON THIS SERVICE TO LWV DULUTH  

 
The Duluth School Board,  Duluth Utility Commission,  St. Louis County Board and the Seaway Port Authority now 

have a LWV Duluth Observer attending their meetings.  Our LWV Observer is there to become familiar with the 

work carried out by these units of government and to record the process so other members can understand better how 

our governments work.   These Observers have selected the board or commission they have an interest in learning 

more about.  They will be reporting back to the rest of us periodically in the Voter.  All their reports will be kept over 

time to form a history for future reference as issues emerge.  They also let the citizens who serve the public in this 

way know that their work is considered important and that other people will know more about the challenges and dif-

ficulties they work through as part of their work.    

 

If you wish to become an Observer, talk with one of the following people or call 724-3465 to set up a time for your 

orientation.  There are many more opportunities for Observers. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Submitted by Nancy Bratrud 

 

 

Lt. Governor Yvonne Prettner Solon is a Duluth native with a long and distinguished career 

in public service. Prior to being elected Lt. Governor, she served on the Duluth City Council 

for 12 years and in the state Senate for nine years. In the Senate, the Lt. Governor distin-

guished herself as a health care and energy policy leader. She is known as someone who can 

bring people together to foster agreement. 
 

Lt. Governor Prettner Solon is a passionate and relentless advocate for Minnesota seniors and 

Greater Minnesota.  She is also working to develop programs to educate younger people 

about planning for retirement to cultivate quality of life and adequate resources as they age.   
 

The Lt. Governor values her roots. She maintains regular office hours in Duluth and spear-

heads tours that bring the Capitol to Greater Minnesota.   
 

She was appointed by her peers to the Executive Committee of the National Lieutenant Governorôs Association and is 

the recipient of the Inaugural Public Leadership in Energy and Environmental Stewardship award presented by Gen-

eral Electric. 
 

Lieutenant Governor Prettner Solon is a retired clinical psychologist. She received both undergraduate and graduate 

degrees from the University of Minnesota Duluth. 

 

She has two married children and a grandchild, and enjoys spending time with them as well as reading, traveling, 

snorkeling, walking, and golfing. 

 

As Lt. Governor, Yvonne Prettner Solon has set new achievement goals for Minnesota students, expanded opportuni-

ties for volunteerism, helped Minnesotaôs aging population prepare for a more secure future, and empowered Minne-

sotans with disabilities to live more independent and fulfilling lives. By stimulating the international exchange of 

ideas, Lt. Governor Prettner Solon has also drawn on her legislative expertise to continue advancing Minnesotaôs 

clean energy economy, and build on our stateôs nation-leading stature in health care innovation 

For more information, please go to: http://mn.gov/governor/dayton/lt-governor/prettner-solon.jsp 

Lt. Governor Yvonne Prettner Solon is speaking at the Annual Meeting 

Susan Ault   Seaway Port Authority 

Coral McDonnell    St. Louis Co. Board 

Rogier Gregoire   Duluth School Board 

Nancy Shega    Duluth Utility Commission 
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The University of Minnesota-Duluth, Lake Superior College, Fond Du Lac Tribal and Community College, and the 

College of St. Scholastica celebrated World Water Day during the week starting March 24th with a week-long series of 

events to raise awareness about the importance of fresh water and of Lake Superior as a source for Duluthôs drinking 

water.  In order to remind students that they would determine how these important resources can be protected in the 

future by using their voices and votes, students were given the opportunity to register to vote in the November 2014 

election. 

 

All the participating schools collected and displayed the plastic bottles and containers discarded by students in just one 

day.  Some of the schools had been on break on the designated collection day but still were able to amass an impres-

sive amount of plastic waste.  The collected items were displayed beginning on Tuesday, March 25th and there were a 

number of awareness-raising events on March 26th and 27th.  All  events were free and open to the public.   

They included: 

 

1. Tabling in Kirby Bus Hub regarding water, plastic bottles, and recycling awareness and voter registration at all 

participating campuses. 

2. òWhat Do I Do With This Stuff?  A Guide to Putting Waste In The Right Placeò, by AJ Axtell, Environmental 

Program Coordinator at the Western Lake Superior Sanitary District 

3.  ñBag Itò film showing.  

4. The Magic Smelt Puppet Troupe performed with a unique Lake Superior puppet from Duluthôs annual Smelt 

Festival Parade  

5. Dr. Lorena Rios Mendoza, UWS Chemistry professor gave a talk titled ñMicro-plastics in the Great Lakes: is 

it an issue?ò 

Continued on page 5 

 

Water Day Plastic Bottle and Voter Registration Events. 

Fond Du Lac Bottle Collection UMD Bottle Collection 

LWV Duluth Natural Resources and Voter Services Committees 

 partner with local colleges to celebrate World Water Day  

and register voters during the week of March 24th. 

Voter Registration Table 
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Rosie Loeffler-Kemp and Jack 

Ezell present League of Women 

Voters Duluth's Natural Resources 

Chair,  Julie O'Leary, the Environ-

mental Stewardship Award for her 

organizing efforts to protect the St. 

Louis River and Lake Supe-

rior.  Left to Right:  Rosie Loeffler-

Kemp, Julie O'Leary, Jack Ezell. 

Our voter registration efforts were two-fold.  We wanted students to register but also want to gather contact informa-

tion from registered and unregistered students in order to allow us to send them reminders next fall by mail, email, 

or social media.  We were fortunate to receive a pass-through grant for the Youth Voter Registration Project. We are 

using that money to purchase tangible reminders to vote in November. 

 

In recent presidential election years, more than half of all 18-year-old citizens in the United States have not been 

registered to vote.  Overall, Americans under the age of 30 remain severely underrepresented in the electorate, and 

the disparities in youth voting grow even wider when looking at minority and low-income youth, as well as those 

with no college experience.  Our goal is to reach these underserved voters through classroom presentations in our 

high schools and having a presence at a variety of college and community events drawing attention to issues of con-

cern. 

We believe that we are off to a great start.   

Special thanks go to Gay Trachsel, Gail Schoenfelder, Betty Preus, Jackie Johnson,  

Sally Munger, Mary Davis, and Peg Mold. 
 

Submitted by Ellen Wiss 

Sally and Will Munger receive an 

Environmental Stewardship Award 

for Lifetime Achievement from 

Julene Boe, of the St. Louis River 

Alliance.  Left to Right:  Julene, 

Sally and Will. 

LWV Duluth members attend the 

St. Louis River Alliance Awards 

to celebrate award winners Julie 

O'Leary and Will and Sally 

Munger.  Left to right are:  Gail 

Schoenfelder, Julie O'Leary, 

Zandy Zwiebel, Julene Boe, Sally 

Munger and Rosie Loeffler-

Kemp. 

LWV Duluth Members Receive Environmental Stewardship Awards!! 

Congratulations Julie OôLeary, Will and Sally Munger 

Water Day Plastic Bottle and Voter Registration Events (continued from page 4)  


