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President’s Letter

Lessons form COVID-19: resilience is necessary, pivoting and planning take on
creative angles, and voting is so important. These challenging times impact
everyone in so many different ways. The League of Women Voters is no
different. LWV of Duluth grapples with canceled events and challenges to the
voting process.

Annual Meeting

One event affected by the stay at home order is our Annual Meeting. Originally
scheduled for May, its cancelation incurs some challenging problems to solve.
In working with the LWV of MN, the board decided to hold the meeting
electronically via email. We will use date ranges for current members to cast
their votes. If you have not shared an email address with LWV of Duluth, some-
one from the board will call you. Here are the details;

Quorum is 50

May 18-May 20
Nomination from the floor for Board Members and Board Officers
May 28 -May 31
Two votes are needed;
one for the 2020/2021 Budget and the other for the Board Slate
See Board Slate on page 2 and Budget information on page 3

Please watch your email and check your spam/ promotions folders.

We recognize there will be no opportunity to discuss these items as we would
during a regular Annual Meeting. The budget is in this newsletter and as always
you are welcome to reach out to Nancy Palmer or Nancy Aldrich with any
clarifications. See budget note on page 3.

It is with warmth and hope that you all are safe and healthy. Thank you so much
for your continued support and please use the websites for LWV of Duluth and
LWYV of MN for very important updates and information about all the programs
we support.

Warmly, Christina Woods,
League of Women Voters of Duluth Co-President
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LWYV Duluth Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Statement

League of Women Voters of Duluth realizes that creative and innovative policies
and practices are forged out of diverse points of view. We believe diverse per-
spectives are necessary for responsible and representative decision making. Let
us pause to acknowledge our commitment to welcome and facilitate diversity,
equity and inclusion in all aspects of our work. We strive to include people from
a mix of abilities and backgrounds in all of our activities.

Our Mission
The League of Women Voters,
a nonpartisan political
organization, encourages the
informed and active
participation of citizens in
government, works to increase
understanding of major public
policy issues, and influences
public policy through education
and advocacy.

Officers
Co-President  Christina Woods
Co-President Candy Winkler
Secretary Gwen Thorson
Treasurers Nancy Palmer

Nancy Aldridge

Editor Julie Seidelmann
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League of Women Voters of Duluth Plant and Book Sale

Watch your email for more information about the
Plant and Book Sale scheduled for June 13, 2020.

Why I am a Member
By Kay Allen LWY Duluth
“The Sisters” Book Club
I had long been aware of the presence of LWV through ’ )
the LWV of Duluth local candidate forums when the £ BOOKCLUB
2016 elections left me knowing that to not be involved is
not an option. That brought me to the League. Within the Thursday, May 21
League’s many opportunities, I was drawn to the work of 6:30 pm
the Cross Cultural Committee. I had been seeking ways Zoom Meeting: Zoom link will be

to educate myself about racial injustice and my role in it
and the Cross Cultural Committee offered resources
towards that along with more awareness of the racial
justice issues in our community. The work of this com-

sent to book club members .

Book: “Braiding Sweetgrass

mittee generating the LWV of Duluth Diversity, Equity by Robin Wall Kimmerer —
and Inclusion Statement and promoting its use as a step S
in the growth of the League towards living out that state- Indigenous wisdom for knowledge
ment has been valuable. and teachings of plants and botany

as seen through Native traditions
Participating in Voter Registration has been gratifying and western science.

ROBIN WALL KIMMERER

and I expect it’s a process that will hold special signifi-
cance in 2020 as the LWV and voters navigate the barri-
ers to voting access that COVID 19 is already causing
and will likely continue to cause in the election process.

Discussion leader: Barb Huberty

FYI: Gay Trachsel 728-5478

2020-2021
League of Women Voters of Duluth
Officers Board Slate (3-18-20)
Co - Presidents
Candy Winkler

Sandy Grandmaison Positions to be voted at May 2020 Annual Meeting:

Membership - 2" VP

Barbara Johnson Elected Directors

Theresa O’Gara Jane Hovland 2020-2022
Secretary Polly Thomson Edmunds 2020-2022
G Th Gail Nouska 2020-2022 T A 3
Treas‘ijlirelr oron Mary Faulkner 2019-21 I\Olllmatmg
Nancy Aldridge Sue DeNio 2019-21 Commutteé

Karin Haidos 2019-21

Nominating Committee

Emeritus: . .

Warren High Appointed Directors Maria Isley, co-chair ~ Sally Munger
Portia Johnson Pat Castellano Chelsea Helmer, Theresa O’Gara
Gail Schoenfelder Julie Seidelmann co-chair Gay Trachsel

Ellen Wiss Nancy Aldridge Candy Winkler
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LWYV Duluth Budget
2020-2021 Expenses
Committees
Cross Cultural and Social Equity $400
Income Education S0
Contributions and Support - Health C.are 5250
—— International Relations $550
Member Contributions $1800 Legislative Roundtable $50
Non-Member Contributions $100 Membership 2350
— Natural Resources $400
Total Contributions and Support $1, 90@¢ Program Planning %0
|Events Public Relations/Communications SO
Annual Meeting Dinner (May) $2400 Trafficking $100
Annual Meeting Auction (May) $2000 Voter Service $500
Annual Meeting Other (Speaker Fee) $500 Tot al Commi t e, $§00
Citizens in Action (Jan) $1600 |Operating and Fixed Costs
Equali-TEA (March) $3000 Bank Charge $25
Plant and Book Sale (June) $1800 LWVMN-PMP $4399
Total Events @nd,|sajoes LWVUS-PMP 55232
Grants Phone S0
LVVVMN Voter Service Grant $1000 Postage Operating 220
President@ Contingency Fund $100
Other Grants 50 Printing Operating $100
Total [Gran®l1lsOp O Rent $780
[Membership Supplies $497
Household ($100) $2500 Website $99
Individual ($65) $8320| Total Operating and Fixed Costs $11,|25
Student/Limited Income ($20) $280) Member Activities
Tot al Me mb e r siiiioop Annual Dinner $2500
e Book and Plant Sale S50
Interest Income $2. Citizens in Af:ﬁon $1600
Total Interest Income $ 2). Equzfmh—TEA 52200
Fall Kick-Off $200
Holiday Social $200
Total Income gant e Membership Directory Printing $450
. Membership Directory Mailing SO
Miscellaneous (Women in Politics) $400
MN Convention/Council SO
Budget Note National Convention $2500
Total Member Activities $10,]10
The budget committee met in early March to create the Special Projects
2020-21 quget before the full extent of COVID-19 and Other Special Projects/Voter Guide $250
sheltering in place was knpwn. Asa result,_ the estlmated Total Special Projects s2d0
revenue from fundraisers is probably too high. At this =
point, however, we don’t know for sure if our fundraisers Lo o B e
are cancelled or merely postponed. At the April board Voter Newsletter Postage $600
meeting the board decided to leave the budget as is and Voter Newsletter Printing $500
use our reserve funds to cover the estimated $4000 to Total VOTER Newsletter $1. 100
$5000 shortfall that may result from a reduction of fund-
raising revenue. (We currently have approximately Total Expenses: 25,302

$20,400 in reserve funds.)
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Silent Auction Update

m Bag It Ordinance Enforcement Postponed

Thanks to everyone who has offered up a Silent Auction . Due to issues regarding the Corona
item! At this time we're looking at options to possibly d  virus, enforcement of the Bag It
hold the auction in the fall in conjunction with another b JEEEIEEN  Ordinance has been postponed until
great League of Women Voters of Duluth event. = January 1, 2021.

Stay tuned for more info!
Karin Haidos

2020 Census
Every Person Counts! b
your vote matters.
If you haven't done so already, please join the League in completing your
2020 Census. Doing so empowers our community and shapes our future. In your matters.
2020, the Census Bureau is providing three modes of response: online (even

if you do not have your 12-digit Census ID), over the phone, or by returning
a paper questionnaire. your matters.

Click here to visit our website for information about the Census and how to complete it online or by phone.

Information from Kathy Wilson, AICP City of Duluth

Duluth-Specific Information

The 2020 Census is here and 55% of Duluthians have already filled out their Census. If you haven’t yet you can still
help ensure Minnesota gets its full share of funding for schools, health care, police, fire, roads, and much more.
Complete your questionnaire in less than 10 minutes at my2020census.gov #WeCountMN

If you haven’t filled out your Census online or by phone yet, expect a paper Census form in the mail soon. Make sure
you’re counted by filling it out when it arrives. Or you can still fill out your Census online now at my2020census.gov
or 844-330-2020 so you don’t have to wait. #WeCountMN

If you have a significant social media following in the Hillside or Lincoln Park neighborhoods, consider these posts
also. More than half of Duluthians have responded to their Census, but only about 35% of Hillsiders have. Hillsiders
count too! Make sure your neighborhood gets its fair share of resources by filling out your Census today at
my2020census.gov #WeCountMN More than half of Duluthians have responded to their Census, but only about 40%
of Lincoln Park residents have. Lincoln Park counts too! Make sure your neighborhood gets its fair share of resources
by filling out your Census today at my2020census.gov #WeCountMN

College Students

Special note: With the spread of COVID-19, it's a very unsettling time, and many students have been displaced from
where they were living. Please know that even during these extraordinary times, completing your Census is still very
important. Census data are currently being used by state and federal governments to model the spread of COVID-19
and to plan their responses to it. Even in more normal times, the Census helps ensure that funding goes to the people
and communities that need it most. More than $28,000 per person each decade is distributed by the federal govern-
ment to Minnesotans based on the Census count. This funding goes toward critical programs like Pell Grants and
health care services.

https://mn.gov/admin/2020-census/how-to-fill-out-the-census/college-students/?
utm_source=Minnesota+Census+Mobilization+Parnership&utm campaign=a76{369fd2-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN 2018 04_25 COPY_0l&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_156ac27fc0-a76f369fd2-171258597

Submitted by Ellen Wiss



https://lwvduluth.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a781c791b082b8384924d69d4&id=c8ddfd226a&e=686464fc9f
http://my2020census.gov
http://my2020census.gov
http://my2020census.gov
http://my2020census.gov
https://mn.gov/admin/2020-census/how-to-fill-out-the-census/college-students/?utm_source=Minnesota+Census+Mobilization+Parnership&utm_campaign=a76f369fd2-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_04_25_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_156ac27fc0-a76f369fd2-171258597
https://mn.gov/admin/2020-census/how-to-fill-out-the-census/college-students/?utm_source=Minnesota+Census+Mobilization+Parnership&utm_campaign=a76f369fd2-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_04_25_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_156ac27fc0-a76f369fd2-171258597
https://mn.gov/admin/2020-census/how-to-fill-out-the-census/college-students/?utm_source=Minnesota+Census+Mobilization+Parnership&utm_campaign=a76f369fd2-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_04_25_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_156ac27fc0-a76f369fd2-171258597
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Opportunities to Make a Difference; Become Involved in a LWYV of Duluth Committee
Check website at www.lwvduluth.org or E-News emails for updates.
Committee Contact Next Meeting Date

Voter Service:
Registration & New Citizens

Ellen Wiss mewiss62@gmail.com
Candy Winkler:
candywinkler49@gmail.com

Meets with whole Voter Service
Committee on as needed basis

Voter Service: Forums

Mary Faulkner:
faulkner.marykatherine@gmail.com
Pat Castellano
Castellanop4@gmail.com

As needed

International Relations

Liz Taylor 393-0703 (cell)

Contact Liz to talk about
involvement

Membership

Theresa O’Gara 724-4821 (home)
Barb Johnson 218-879-1890

Monthly meeting, TBD

Citizens in Action,
Saturday, January 30, 2021

Rosie Loeffler-Kemp 341-2014
Ellen Wiss 612-310-9797

Meetings begin in November
Contact Rosie

Natural Resources

Sally Munger 728-0711 (home)
Gay Trachsel 728-5478 (home)

Monthly meeting, TBD

Sally Munger 218-728-0711

Generally last Wednesday of the

Newsletter Mailing Gail Schoenfelder 218-310-8678 It}(l);)?;l%og@m [;13((;161 TBD. Call Sally
Observer Corps Mary Jane Peterson Depends on Board or Commission

mjpete62@charter.net

Cross Cultural

Janet Kennedy 218-349-8057
Gail Schoenfelder 218-310-8678

Monthly meeting, TBD

Book Club

Gay Trachsel 728-5478 (home)

Thursday, May 21, 6:30 pm
Zoom Meeting

Book: “Braiding Sweetgrass”
Author: Robin Wall Kimmerer
Discussion Leader: Barb Huberty

Gail Schoenfelder

Plant & Book Sale, Saturday June 13 | Gaild4duluth@gmail.com Watch for updates
310-8678 (cell)
Communications Julie Seidelmann 348-1209 (cell) As needed

Gwen Thorson 624-4756 (home)

Due to Coronavirus, Equal-TEA
postponed until later in the year.
Watch Voter and emails for details

Gail Nouska 218-206-4682
Newska519@hotmail.com
Jean Farmakes 218-724-4186
jfarmake@yahoo.com

Contact Jean or Gail

Events Committee

Sandy Grandmaisson, 348-7589
srgrandmaison@gmail.com

Depends on the event

Health Care

Jane Hovland;
janehovland@mac.com or text your
details to 218-310-2516

Volunteers needed to plan
community presentations.
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LWYV Calls on States to Expand Absentee and Mail-in Voting

3/16/2020 Press Release from LWV of US
VOTERS MUST BE GI VEN EXTRA ASEFUYRXSCPBE3ASAMINTI CIGV IMB

WASHINGTON — Today the League of Women Voters of the United States CEO Virginia Kase issued the following
statement together with Chris Carson, the national board president, and the national board of directors, calling for a
nationwide expansion of no-excuse absentee voting and mail-in ballots due to the COVID-19(coronavirus) outbreak:

“The League of Women Voters officially calls on all states, U.S. territories, and the District of Columbia to expand
no-excuse absentee voting and mail-in ballots for the duration of the 2020 election cycle. In light of the COVID-19
(coronavirus) pandemic, it is imperative for state election officials to address voters’ and poll workers’ fears by
limiting the need to cast an in-person ballot. The time to act is now.

“We call on all states to take the necessary measures to ensure voters have increased time and opportunities to request
and return mail-in ballots and to make ballots available for pickup and drop-off at any polling location, especially for
voters in vulnerable communities. Secretaries of State should work directly with local election officials to educate
voters on these more flexible expanded methods for casting ballots.

“This added flexibility will, of course, add to the time it takes for election results to be counted. Under these circum-
stances, it is critical that all citizens have the ability to vote safely, and appropriate time is allotted to ensure all votes
are fully counted.

“We call on the Democratic and Republican National Committees to encourage all states to provide more accessible
options for all voters at this critical time. The national party leaders should follow the lead of Indiana party lead-

ers and find ways for election officials to provide greater flexibility for voters by suspending rules around who can
request absentee ballots and allow for no-excuse absentee options with reasonable adjustments to the deadlines
associated with these options.

“We have seen elected officials in many states step up on behalf of voters, taking precautions for poll work-

ers, partnering across the aisle, and calling for more flexibility in voting. These actions demonstrate our ability to
come together as a country. Our top priority must be the health and safety of the American people while simultane-
ously upholding the rights of all voters.

“Just as generations before us have met the challenges of their time, so shall we, and the League of Women Voters is
committed to ensuring our elections remain safe and accessible for all.”

Election Update
from the Secretary of State, Steve Simon

On April 8th, Secretary of State Steve Simon introduced a bill to the House Elections Committee to expand
temporarily his office's authority to conduct safe elections in response to the pandemic. The bill includes the follow-
ing temporary, one-time changes: (1) each registered voter will automatically receive a ballot in the mail; (2) witness
signature will be required; (3) reduced number of polling places on Election Day; and (4) to allow for extra time for
elections administrators to process the ballots. Secretary Simon testified: “The administration of elections has become
a public health issue. Minnesotans should not have to choose between their health and their right to vote. After talking
with elections professionals from all levels of government throughout the state, the goal became very clear to me: we
need to minimize exposure at polling places and maximize voting by mail.”

Follow developments on this bill at the Secretary of State's Newsroom :
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/about-the-office/news-room/?year=All

Submitted by Mary Faulkner



https://www.sos.state.mn.us/about-the-office/news-room/?year=All
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History of League of Women Voters of Duluth

Because of the coronavirus outbreak, the UMD Library and archives have been closed in-
definitely and we are unable to continue with researching the history of the LWV of Duluth
We will continue our work once the archives are available again and will publish our
findings, decade by decade, in the “Voter.” Thanks for reading our articles about the LWV
of Duluth!

LT WﬂNVD
AR

Linda Vukson and Theresa O’Gara MH R DA

10 Things Elections Officials Can Do to Safeguard
Our Elections This Spring, Summer, and Fall

Jeanette Senecal, 3/30/2020

The League of Women Voters applauds the thousands of elections officials who are working

overtime to help make voting accessible and safe for voters. While local elections officials are VO T E
facing great uncertainty around the rules state officials may approve in response to the COVID-

19 outbreak, they are in a unique position to take steps—right now—to protect voters’ rights

and address voters’ safety concerns in the remaining primary elections and in November.

The League of Women Voters is committed to working with election officials in communities around the country to
prepare for the unique challenges we face in 2020. Our nonpartisan volunteers in 750 Leagues in all 50 states are your
partners in making sure voters have every opportunity to have their voice heard in this year’s elections. Thank you to
all the elections officials who are working hard to protect our democracy in these unprecedented times.

Submitted by Ellen Wiss

To see what can be done in the spring, summer and fall,
visit here to read the complete article.

https://www.lwv.org/blog/10-things-elections-officials-can-do-safeguard-our-elections-spring-summer-and-fall

PROTECT OUR ELECTIONS FROM COVID-19
Action Alert from League of Women Voters of Minnesota - April 13, 2020

Tell Your State Legislators to Protect Our Elections from Pandemic Disruptions

The COVID-19 pandemic has already threatened the right to vote and public trust in
elections in other states. Our neighbor, Wisconsin, serves as an example of how being \/ I
unprepared causes confusion and conflict. The Minnesota legislature has acted already to

protect our healthcare system and our economy. Likewise, it must act quickly to provide Q
resources and policy responses to protect the vote of every Minnesota voter. \/ I
—

Legislative action should enable three goals: \/
1. Maximize our existing voting processes to minimize spread of the disease;
2. Fortify polling places from spread of the disease during the voting process;
3. Invest in resources so election officials can serve voters sufficiently.

Click here to read more about League’s updates on the Coronavirus.

https://www.lwvmn.org/member-resources



https://www.lwv.org/about-us/staff-leadership/jeanette-senecal
https://www.lwv.org/blog/10-things-elections-officials-can-do-safeguard-our-elections-spring-summer-and-fall
https://www.lwvmn.org/member-resources
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Return Service Requested

MEMBERSHIP FORM/RENEWAL FORM
Membership Renewals due by Sept. 30

Date:

Name: e-mail:

Home Phone: Cell Phone:

Address: Zip: 224 Address:
Membership (Circle one)

O Individual $65

O Student/Limited Income $20*

O Household $100 (2 members living at same address)
Name of additional household member:

E-mail of additional household member:
Phone number of additional household member:

O Additional support:  $20 $40 $60 $100  Other Amount:
O Iwant to donate $20 to sponsor a limited income member.
Total Enclosed:

All members with an e-mail address will receive the Voter newsletter by e-mail. Do you also wish to

receive a print copy of the Voter newsletter? ves no
Make check payable to LWV Duluth & mail to: * Dues assistance is available upon request. For information,
Nancy Palmer, 444 Hartley Pl., Duluth, MN 55803 OR please e-mail us at Iwvduluth@lwvmn.org

To pay online, go to our website: Iwvduluth.org



