September 2017 Report
St. Louis County Board:
Two resolutions from the "Environment & Natural Resources Committee", were
discussed at length. 1) Rescind resolution dated March, 2017 and authorize the
special sale of state tax forfeited property to the Duluth Economic
Development Authority (Steel Plant Terminal Addition). Following extensive
discussion and input from citizens and developers, the resolution failed
unanimously. It was determined that the parcel will go to auction in Oct. 2017.
This parcel is located adjacent to Zenith Terrae and had the potential for
construction of a Kwik Trip convenience store. 2) Cancellation of contract for
repurchase of state tax forfeited land with Ronald Abrahamson of Tower, MN
(non-homestead. Approved unanimously. The Regular Agenda had one item from
the Central Management & Intergovernmental Committee. The County Attorney
requested a closed session of the Committee of the Whole for litigation purposes,
following adjournment.
Submitted by Gwen Thorson
October 2017 Report
St. Louis County Board:
The "Regular Agenda" had one item from the Central Management &
Intergovernmental Committee, Commissioner Jugovich, Chair: Petition for Street
Vacation-1st Street South, Virginia. It involved a resolution authorizing a petition
process to vacate 1st Street South as part of the Government Services CenterVirginia project. Discussion followed and was extensive. Resolution passed 6 to 1.
Submitted by Gwen Thorson
St. Louis County Board Meeting: November 7, 2017
Public hearing to obtain comment prior to the adoption of the 2018 fee schedule
for county services. Motion tabled.
Rural Rides Program funding: Motion approved to move forward with
funding. 2018 Health and Dental Plan rates for employees and retirees. There
was a 12% increase in insurance costs in 2017 and a proposed rate increase of 8%
for 2018. Several members of the Teamsters Union were present to protest the
increase. After a lengthy discussion, a motion was carried to approve the
recommended increase for 2018.
Resolution declaring a "State of Local Disaster" in St. Louis County. The recent
storm is estimated to have caused a total of $3,500,000 in damage. McQuade
Harbor is estimated to have sustained $450,000 in damage, mainly for state and
federal disaster eligibility. Motion carried. Submitted by Barbara Johnson

St. Louis County Commission Meeting: November 14, 2017
Prior to the "consent agenda" and "regular agenda", one private citizen
addressed the board about an issue not on the agenda: property dispute. The board
adjourned for 5 minutes because of the citizen's uncivil behavior.
Duluth Mayor, Emily Larson, addressed the board, thanking them for their
action regarding Lakewalk repair funding (following recent storm), opioid
litigation, and the county's dedicated sales tax for street repairs within the city
limits of Duluth.
Pursuant to a resolution adopted October 10, 2017, the St. Louis County Board
will consider bids received for the SALE OF SURPLUS FEE OWNED LAND and
authorize the sale of the land to the party submitting the highest bid (Duluth).
The "Consent Agenda" was passed unanimously.
Several relevant items from the "Regular Agenda" were approved. - "Health and
Human Services Committee"
Request for authorization to commence litigation against pharmaceutical
manufacturers and distributors. The County Attorney wants to proceed with the
lawsuit, retention of another law firm for help. The attorney will work with law
enforcement, and drug court-in anticipation of an increase in heroin traffic."Environment & Natural Resources
Committee" Support for the purchase and exchange of School Trust Lands in the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness, proceeding in tandem. -"Central Management & Intergovernmental
Committee" Proposed Legislative
Priorities for 2018 (including the St. Louis County Heritage & Arts Center and
refurbishing the seal wall at the port of Duluth) and Ratification of the 2017-2019
Merit System Supervisory Unit contract and authorization of the execution of the
Collective Bargaining Unit Agreement. Several union members were present to
contest the proposal.
Submitted by: Gwen Thorson
St. Louis County Board Meeting: December 20, 2017
All board members were present. Two speakers from Camp Eshquagama in
Gilbert gave a presentation. Board members acknowledged that the camp recently
received accreditation from the American Camp Association.
After a presentation from Kevin Gray, County Administrator, and discussion by
the Board, the 2018 Budget and Property Tax Levy was approved. The amount of
the proposed budget is $397,919,261. The proposed tax levy is
$132,181,558. There is a proposed increase of 4.5 %, tax payers should only see a
.5 % increase on the County portion of their property tax.

Two members of the St. Louis County Historical Society also addressed the
board regarding their work and need for continued county support.
Submitted by Barbara Johnson
St. Louis County Board Meeting: January 9, 2018
Prior to the "consent agenda" and "regular agenda", the board recognized Victor
Lund, St. Louis County traffic engineer. He was awarded their "Customer Service
Award" for his work in traffic safety.
A public hearing was held to receive public comment on an amendment to the
Capital improvement Plan for the years 2018-2022 and on the intent to issue
General Obligation Capital Improvement Bonds. The board voted unanimously to
approve selling up to $46 million in bonds, paid back over time, to pay for a new
$22.3 million government services center in downtown Virginia and $28 million
public works garage in Cook. (These projects are projected for completion within
the next two years, along with several other projects totaling over an additional $50
million.). The county has identified almost 300 projects costing $266 million over
the next five years, including $8 million for repair of the historic Depot in
downtown Duluth. Representatives from construction workers and iron workers
spoke in favor of the spending. No one spoke against the proposal. It was pointed
out that over $100 million will be spent in projects over the next two years, which
will provide jobs without raising new taxes.
Two additional public hearings were held in succession regarding the issuance
of Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor Licenses to Kabetogama Outdoors, LLC d/b/a The
Oasis, Unorganized Township. The requests were approved unanimously.
Submitted by Gwen Thorson
St. Louis County Board: February 6, 2018
Prior to the "consent agenda" and "regular agenda," the board recognized Nancy
Anderson, St. Louis County employee. She was awarded their "Customer Service
Star Sward" for her work in the Property Management Dept. In addition,
Commissioner Beth Olson delivered a "public safety message" related to the
cooperative work between St. Louis County's Child Protection Program and DAIP
(Domestic Abuse Intervention Program) and the criminal justice system. Scott
Miller, of DAIP addressed the board and emphasized that "when all get together,
we can solve this complex problem that occurs daily."
Finance and Budget Committee: The board voted unanimously to apportion the
2017 net proceeds of the Land and Minerals Dept., in the amount of
$1,100,000. In addition, the transfer from the Land Dept. to Economic
Development - Blight was decreased from $600,000 to $257,000. (Note: Any
revenue over and above operating expenses will be distributed to various funds and

local jurisdictions, which could include school districts, cities, and towns. The
process is clarified state statute.)
Submitted by Gwen Thorson
St. Louis County Board: February 13, 2018
All members were present. All items on the Consent Agenda were approved.
Regular Agenda:
A resolution to issue General Obligation Capital Improvement Bonds was
approved and passed. The bond money will fund new county buildings in Virginia
and Cook. The board approved a letter of support for a grant application to provide
funding to implement a Veterans Treatment Court in South St. Louis County.
Committee of the Whole:
A variety of county contracts and purchases were discussed. Commissioner
Nelson requested the consideration of a resolution to not support legislation
proposed to divide St. Louis County. Two residents of the county spoke to the
board regarding this issue. Commissioners voted 5-2 to reiterate their support for a
unified St. Louis County.
Submitted by Barbara Johnson
St. Louis County Board: April 3, 2018
Prior to the "consent agenda" and "regular agenda", the board declared April 2-3,
2018 as "Public Health Awareness Week." Linnea Mirsh, Director of Public Health
& Human Services, presented "Public Health Achievement Awards" to Heather
Hemphill-Kelley of Chisholm, for her charitable work (including organizing free
lunches and supplies for kids and women in crisis, food shelf, and holiday gift bags
for those in need) and to Ryan Blum of Virginia, for his work in developing access
to health food via the "Rutabaga Project."
The "Consent Agenda" was passed unanimously.
There were two items on the "Regular Agenda." 1) The Board voted unanimously
to approve a resolution from the Central Management & Intergovernmental
Committee that authorizes the awarding of $64,000 to a citizen driver
involved in a traffic accident with a vehicle driven by a county employee, a part of
a settlement agreement. 2) The Board voted unanimously to allow trail easement
across state tax forfeited land for the Mesabi Trail (City of Virginia). This
agreement will be valid for 20 years, and related to land north of Virginia. During
discussion, the board addressed the issue of relocation that may be necessary if
minerals are found within the 20-year period. In the unlikely event of this
occurrence, funding for relocation of the trail would be available from Saint Louis
County and the Rail Authority. The Board sees a need to develop a "trail policy"
that would especially address easements. Submitted by Gwen Thorson

The St. Louis County Board of Commissioners: April 10
The Board met at the Proctor Community Center at 9:30 AM. All commissioners
were present.
Sheriff Litman presented Life Saver Awards to four groups of county residents.
Commissioner Beth Olson presented two proclamations. The first recognized
Crime Victims’ Rights Week. The second recognized National Telecommunicators
Week. County employees who work with the 911 emergency system were honored.
The consent agenda was approved.
Approval of 2017 fourth quarter budget changes was the only item on the regular
agenda. After a lengthy discussion of funding for out of home placement, the
changes were approved.
The Committee of the Whole met after the regular meeting. The agenda included
items from the Public Works and Transportation Committee and the Central
Management and Intergovernmental Committee.
Submitted by Barbara Johnson
St. Louis County Board : September 11, 2018
The Regular Meeting began at 9:30 a.m.
The meeting was held at the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN.
7 out of 7 commissioners were present.
Prior to the “consent agenda” and “regular agenda,” Commissioner Patrick
Boyle presented the Customer Service Star Award to ACT/TACT Team Leaders
from the Public Health & Human Services Department: Erin Bolton, Laura Cole
and Susan Abrahamson. The award recognizes their work in the area of mental
illness (especially schizophrenia), and described as “a hospital without walls.”
Commissioner Beth Olson presented a public safety message related to
acknowledgment of the work of those in public service who are emergency
responders (including police officers, firefighters, EMT’s) and the impact those
jobs have in their personal well being. She went on to say that we need “to look at
the people around us” and understand that “We are all in this together.” In
addition, four citizens addressed the board regarding a variety of issues: 1)
indication that the board is not honoring state statutes as it relates to his property,
2) report by the mayor of Ely about a family that has renovated numerous
properties in Ely, with the support of his city, 3) request that St. Louis County
continue a contract to provide recycling services for the county, and 4) report that
the county has used incorrect information when redrawing his property lines—
impacting structures on his property and timber resources.

The “Consent Agenda” was passed unanimously.
There was one item on the “Regular Agenda.” The board voted unanimously to
table a proposal from the Environment & Natural Resources Committee involving
a special sale of state tax forfeited lands to the Town of Morse.
The meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m.
Submitted by Gwen Thorson
St. Louis County Board Meeting, October 9, 2018
The regular meeting began at 9:30 am. The meeting was held at the midway Town
Hall, Duluth, MN.
Six out of seven commissioners were present. Commissioner Patrick Boyle was
out of town conducting business on behalf of the county.
Prior to the “consent agenda” and “regular agenda,” the “Customer Service Star
Award” was presented to the Public Health and Human Services Department, WIC
Peer Breastfeeding Program. Holly Glaubitz, Office of Statewide Health
Improvement, MN Dept. of Health, awarded a “Breastfeeding Friendly Health
Dept. Designation Award (bronze medal) to St. Louis County. St. Louis County
also approved a proclamation: 1918 Fires Remembrance Day - October 12, 2018.
It was followed by a presentation on the fire history, by Bob Swanstrom of
Hermantown and a presentation on the response of the American Red Cross at the
time of the fire, by Dan Williams, director of American Red Cross-Northern
Minnesota. The St. Louis County Historical Society also gave a brief presentation.
The “Consent Agenda” was passed unanimously.
There was one item on the “Regular Agenda.” The board approved a resolution
from its Central Management & Intergovernmental Committee: to approve the
property sale from the City of Proctor to the Proctor Public School District (ISD
#704). (This relates to the sale of the “old arena,” for $1.)
The meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m.
Submitted by Gwen Thorson
St. Louis County Board Meeting, December 18, 2018.
The Regular Meeting began at 9:30 a.m.
The meeting was held at the St. Louis County Court House, Duluth, MN.
6 out of 7 commissioners were present. Commissioner Tom Rukavina was not in
attendance.
Prior to the consent agenda and regular agenda, the “Customer Service Star
Award” was presented to the Public Health and Human Services Department, Child
Care Licensors. They were praised for their efforts in the face of ever-changing
rules and regulations, which has resulted in an increase in caseload size by at least

120%. One citizen, Marcia Stromgren, addressed the board regarding her concerns
about the traffic control lights at the intersection of Lakewood and Lismore Roads,
which are working only inconsistently.
The Consent Agenda was passed unanimously.
There were two items on the Regular Agenda, both from the Finance & Budget
Committee: 1) The board unanimously approved a resolution to enter into a
contract with Camp Esquagama to provide strategic leadership, property
management and operation/administration services at Camp Esquagama—at a cost
of $213,000 in 2019. Also included is provision of an additional $25,000 for
support of the County’s foster/respite camp program. 2) The board unanimously
approved the 2019 Budget and Property Tax Levy. The county’s budget will be
nearly $395 million in 2019 and will allow the County to focus on economic
development and substance abuse and mental health. Most of the monies will go to
Health & Human Services and Public Works/Public Safety. The tax levy will rise to
3.45%, yet because of growth in the tax base, the county’s portion of property tax
bills will go down for residents.
The board recognized Donald Dicklich, County Auditor, for his dedication and
years of service, as he begins his
retirement
Submitted by Gwen Thorson

St. Louis County Board Meeting, February 5, 2019
The Regular Meeting began at 9:30 a.m. The meeting was held at the St. Louis
County Court House, Duluth, MN.
six out of seven commissioners were present. The 5th District Commissioner
position remains vacant.
Prior to the “consent agenda” and “regular agenda,” citizens were allowed to
address items not on the agenda. Four SLC social workers and a retired SLC social
worker expressed their concerns about the county’s interest in contracting with a
private agency to provide social services to the elderly without the involvement of
current workers in a conversation. Other concerns related to a need for cooperation
with their union, a concern that other service options were not considered, and the
need to redefine the role of social workers. Henry Banks also addressed the board,
requesting money ($500) that would assist in funding a bus trip to St. Paul for
citizens to talk to legislators about an African heritage project in the community.

A public hearing was held to submit public input prior to considering a tax
abatement in the amount up to $860,000 for the Hermantown Marketplace Sewer
Trunkline project. Following the hearing, the board unanimously approved the
resolution. The $6 million total cost will fund several projects, in different
locations. The balance of money will come from sales tax and assessments.
The Consent Agenda passed unanimously.
There were two items on the Regular Agenda: 1) The Finance & Budget
Committee presented a resolution for funding to the St. Louis County Historical
Society for the Joseph P. Gomer Educational Exhibit and Curriculum Project. The
request was for $10,000 to be used as “seed money” to a) develop a traveling
exhibit, b) tell Joe’s story at the Bong Museum, c) enhance the airport display, and
d) work with the Duluth Transit Authority to mark Joe’s regular bus stops and a bus
seat. (The total cost for the project is approximately $60-70,000, with remaining
funds to come from other sources.) 2) The Central Management &
Intergovernmental Committee issues were discussed at a closed session of the
Committee of the Whole, at the request of the County Attorney.
Submitted by Gwen Thorson, LWV Duluth member
St. Louis County Board Meeting, February 12, 2019
The Regular Meeting began at 9:30 a.m. The meeting was held at the Proctor Area
Community Center, Proctor, MN.
Six out of seven commissioners were present. The 5th District Commissioner
position remains vacant.
Prior to the “consent agenda” and “regular agenda,” citizens were allowed to
address items not on the agenda. One citizen expressed concerns about the 5th
District Commissioner vacancy and the length of time it will take to be filled,
about county hunting leases, and about the amount of money spent on Camp
Esquagama.
The Consent Agenda passed unanimously, except for 2 items (related to
individuals being appointed to a board/commission) brought down for discussion.
Those items were later approved in a five to one vote.
There were two items on the Regular Agenda: 1) The Central Management &
Intergovernmental Committee presented a resolution for acceptance of the
Minnesota Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party settlement in the amount of $28,000

regarding the Pete Stauber E-mail lawsuit. The agreement also ends the possibility
of future litigation. The resolution was approved unanimously. 2) The Environment
& Natural Resources Committee presented a resolution authorizing acceptance and
disbursement of “Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Aid.” The county’s
allotment from the State is $710,820. County staff have made specific funding
recommendations for $657,000. The resolution was approved unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 10:00.
The Committee of the Whole convened immediately following the Board
meeting. The consent agenda was passed unanimously. The Finance & Budget
Committee presented a resolution to establish a Public Hearing to Consider OffSale Intoxicating Liquor License (Fredenberg Township: Eagle’s Nest Resort) on
Tuesday, March 12, 2019 at 9:40 AM. The regular agenda had 2 items: 1) The
Public Works & Transportation Committee presented 3 resolutions regarding the
awarding of bids for scrub sealing ($2,171,000), 6” pavement markings, and
maintenance striping ($488,000). 2) The Finance & Budget Committee presented a
resolution awarding the purchase of 54 fleet vehicles (i.e. replacement vehicles for
the motor pool, public works, and public safety) in an amount just under $1.6
million. All bids went to 3 St. Louis County vendors.
Submitted by Gwen Thorson
St. Louis County Board Meeting, March 19, 2019
The Regular Meeting began at 9:42 a.m.
The meeting was held at the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN.
5 out of 7 commissioners were present. The 5th District Commissioner position
remains vacant.
Commissioner Frank Jewel was not in attendance, but in Washington, D.C. on
county business.
Prior to the “consent agenda” and “regular agenda,” citizens were allowed to
address items not on the agenda.
One citizen, a former SLC employee, expressed concerns about his perception of
bias in county hiring and advancement opportunities. Ken Buehler also addressed
the board, inviting them to a March 11 reception at the Depot’s railroad museum
and reminding them of the inclusion of funding for rail service between Duluth
and the Twin Cities (“Northern Lights Express”) within the governor’s proposed
state budget.

The Consent Agenda passed unanimously.
There were two items on the Regular Agenda: 1) The Finance & Budget
Committee presented a resolution authorizing the apportionment of the 2018
Land and Minerals Department’s net proceeds in the amount of $958,441.76
(Fifty percent of the total monies are distributed according to where timber
activity occurred and therefore, not equally divided among individual
towns/cities, school districts, and the county. Of that 50% portion, 40%
goes to the county, 40% to school districts, and 20% to towns/cities.) The
resolution was approved unanimously. 2)The Central Management &
Intergovernmental Committee presented a resolution to support passage of
legislation to fund the Good Food Access Fund. This fund supports rural
communities and smaller communities getting access to “good food” (includes
loans, promotion of locally-grown food, farmers’ markets, etc.) The resolution
was approved unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 10:03 a.m.
At the conclusion of the Board meeting, Commissioners visited Life House Youth
Center, 102 W. 1st Street, Duluth.
The Committee of the Whole meeting followed that visit.
Submitted by Gwen Thorson
St. Louis County Board, April 2, 2019
The Regular Meeting began at 9:30 a.m. The meeting was held at the St. Louis
County Courthouse, Duluth, MN. Six out of
Seven commissioners were present. The 5th District Commissioner position
remains vacant.
Prior to the “consent agenda” and “regular agenda,” Commissioner Frank Jewell
announced the names of many employees from several departments in honor of
their longevity with St. Louis County and other names of employees who are
retiring. Commissioner Jewell also announced that April1-7, 2019 was “Public
Health Awareness Week.” He named four recipients of “Public Health
Achievement Awards:” 1) Ely Community Care Team, 2) Dr. Laura Palombi, 3)
Dementia Friendly Duluth, and 4) Ashley Grimm. One citizen, a representative of
the SLC Anti-Nepotism Task Force, addressed the nepotism issue.

The Consent Agenda passed unanimously. There were four items on the Regular
Agenda: 1) The Public Works & Transportation Committee presented a resolution
authorizing acceptance of the bid by Ulland Brothers, Inc., of Cloquet, MN, for
culvert
replacement and surfacing projects located in Aurora and White Township. The bid
was $2,024,000 and was 15% underestimate. The resolution was approved
unanimously. 2) & 3) The Environment & Natural Resources Committee presented
two resolutions related to applications of repurchase of state tax forfeited land
(non-homestead). Both were tabled until April 16, while the county creates a policy
related to conditions that owners must meet during the process of repayment. 4)
The Central Management & Intergovernmental Committee presented a resolution
that would authorize the establishment of a nepotism policy. The purpose of the
policy would be to eliminate actual bias or the perception of bias in hiring, would
be veteran-friendly, would include all citizens in the application and hiring process
(including family), and would include language to clarify hiring (i.e. SLC
employee would not hire a family member if they would be the direct supervisor).
The resolution was approved unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m. At the conclusion of the Board meeting, the
Committee of the Whole met briefly, prior to lunch and a tour of the Lincoln Park
Children and Families Collaborative, 2424 W. 5th Street, Duluth.
Submitted by Gwen Thorson
St. Louis County Board Meeting, September 10, 2019.
The Regular Meeting began at 9:35 a.m. The meeting was held at the St. Louis
County Courthouse, Duluth, MN.
7 out of 7 commissioners were present. The 5th District Commissioner position has
been filed by Keith Musolf, after a special election on August 13, 2019.
Prior to the “consent agenda” and “regular agenda,” State Representative Mary
Murphy (District 3B) addressed the board on an item not on the regular meeting
agenda. She recommended that the SLC Board not discard what is happening with
corrections in the region (including and beyond St. Louis County), with counties
working together; and the value of NERCC to the state of Minnesota. (Note:
Commissioner Nelson was scheduled to request that the board create a resolution
to notify the ARC Board of Commissioners of the desire to withdraw from the
Joint Powers Agreement—at the Committee of the Whole meeting, following this
regular meeting.)

No action was taken at this meeting regarding consideration of bids received for
the “sale of surplus fee owned land” and authorized the sale of the land to the party
submitting the highest bid (Hermantown).
The Consent Agenda passed unanimously.
There was one item on the Regular Agenda: 1) The Finance & Budget Committee
proposed that efforts be made to purchase locally under St. Louis County
Purchasing Rules and Regulations. Purchasing Director, Donna Viskoe, addressed
the board. Discussion included comments about the examination that has been
done regarding Amazon purchases vs. local purchases. (Sometimes, local
purchases will not be possible, if a specific product is necessary and not available
locally.) The resolution was approved unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 9:56 a.m.
At the conclusion of the Board meeting, the Committee of the Whole met briefly,
prior to lunch and a tour of the Duluth Seaway Port Authority, 1200 Port Terminal
Road, Duluth, MN.
Submitted by Gwen Thorson
St. Louis County Board Meeting: October 1, 2019
The Regular Meeting began at 9:53 a.m. The meeting was held at the St. Louis
County Courthouse, Duluth, MN.6 out of 7 commissioners were present.
Commissioner Frank Jewell was absent.
Prior to the “consent agenda” and “regular agenda,” two citizens addressed the
board on items not on the agenda. T.Y. addressed the board about his anger related
to the county’s sale of property to the CN railroad. He feels that the property was
his and that the county acted illegally when doing this transaction. St. Louis
County health educator, Alicia Randall, informed the board about substance abuse
prevention efforts, including “drug take back day” on October 26.
The Consent Agenda passed unanimously.

There were four items on the Regular Agenda: The Finance & Budget Committee
proposed that 1) the new St. Louis County transportation building located on
County Road No. 15, in the City of Cook be designated as the “David M. Skelton
Transportation Building” and 2) the County Bridge No. 347 over the Black Duck
River located on County Road No. 180 in Camp Five Township be designated as
the “James ‘Ding’ Holter Memorial Bridge.” These resolutions passed 5 to 1. The
Central Management & Intergovernmental Committee proposed 3) the election of
five (5) members to the newly established Ash River Sanitary District Board of
Directors. This item passed unanimously. The committee also proposed 4) the new
St. Louis County Government Services Center—Virginia be designated as the
“Elizabeth Prebich Building.” This resolution passed 5 to 1. Commissioner Beth
Olson was the only dissenting vote on items 1, 2 and 4 saying she felt the
individuals honored were deserving of the recognition but voted on principle and
wanted a policy on naming before voting on any of them. She stated that a whole
lot of people in our community are left out, because they did not have the
opportunity to be in positions where they can make some of that transformative
change. She went on to say, “A lot of people of color, native people, and women as
well, who have not been in high positions and been able to get to those places, yet.
…As we put things down in history, we’re going to miss a whole lot of people who
have made significant contributions to our community that maybe don’t rise to the
level of our attention right at this moment.”
The meeting adjourned at 11:07 a.m.
At the conclusion of the Board meeting, the St. Louis County Housing and
Redevelopment Authority met briefly, prior to lunch and a tour of Ikonics, 2302
Commonwealth Avenue in Duluth.
Submitted by: Gwen Thorson
St. Louis County Board Meeting: October 8, 2019
The Regular Meeting began at 9:35 a.m. The meeting was held at the
Hermantown City Hall, Hermantown, MN.
6 out of 7 commissioners were present. Commissioner Pal McDonald was absent.
Prior to a public hearing, the “consent agenda” and “regular agenda,”
welcoming remarks were made by Mayor Wayne Boucher and City Administrator,
John Mulder.

A public hearing was held pursuant to a resolution adopted September 24,
2019, to solicit public input prior to considering a proposed tax abatement for the
City of Duluth—First Street Lofts Project. Following the hearing, the board
approved a $300,000 subsidy which will allow this housing project to proceed.
(The site is located at Lake Avenue and 1st Street and will involve the use of
existing buildings, with the commercial spaces remaining on the lower level. It will
allow for the creation 47 housing units, 5 of which will be affordable housing for
households earning no more than 80% of the area median income. The City of
Duluth has already authorized contribution of $400,000. The developer has also
acquired 50 parking spaces across the street. The project will support labor and
construction is expected to begin later this fall and conclude in 2021. Rent will
range from $750 for a studio to $1,550 for a 2-bedroom unit.
The Consent Agenda passed unanimously.
There was one item on the Regular Agenda. The Central Management &
Intergovernmental Committee proposed to reschedule the public hearing for SW2,
LLC/Timothy R. Westby cartway petition (Unorganized Township 63-15). It was
agreed to move this hearing to December 3, 2019.
The meeting adjourned at 10:02 a.m.
At the conclusion of the Board meeting, the Committee of the Whole convened.
Its Consent Agenda and establishment of public hearings were passed
unanimously. Significant decisions were 1) Authorization of the addition of 1.0
FTE Public Health Nurse and 1.0 FTE Social Worker for purposes of meeting
contract obligations for MSHO/MSC+ programs. (UCare and Blue Plus will
provide reimbursement for these positions.) 2) Awarding a bid for an aggregate
crushing project in West Central St. Louis County which will result in closing one
pit, mixing materials from 2 pits that will provide some recycled material and
allow for some off-season employment. (Cleaning of the closed pit will allow for
its sale at a later date.) 3) Acceptance of a donation of close to 1600 acres from the
Minnesota Deer Hunters Association. (The Forest Management Program of St.
Louis County intends to keep these lands intact and keep development at bay,
while maintaining habitat and access to the area.)
Submitted by Gwen Thorson

St. Louis County Board Meeting, November 5, 2019.
The Regular Meeting began at 9:35 a.m. The meeting was held at the St. Louis
County Courthouse,
Duluth, MN. 6 out of 7 commissioners were present. Commissioner Keith Musolf
was absent.
Prior to a public hearing, the “consent agenda” and “regular agenda,” an Employee
and Retiree Longevity Recognition was held for several individuals.
There was also a presentation, “Toward Zero Deaths,” by Holly Kostrzewski,
NE Minnesota TZD Regional Coordinator. Two employees were recognized for
their work in this program, which focuses on several factors that may result in
death: speed, distraction, failure to use seat belts, drugs and alcohol.
Citizen, Todd Youngberg, also addressed the board regarding items not on the
agenda. Mr. Youngberg has a long-standing property dispute with the county, and
feels the county “stole” his property for use by the CN railroad as a right-of-way.
Three public hearings were held: 1) To consider the adoption of the fee
schedule for various county services for the year 2020. (This relates to landfill,
planning and zoning, public works - snowplowing.2) To consider issuance of an
Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License to Arrowhead Lodge Resort and Outfitters,
LLC d/b/a Arrowhead Lodge and Resort, Kabetogama Township. 3) To consider
the issuance of an Off-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License to Britt Lounge Bar and
Grill, LLC d/b/a Britt Lounge Bar and Grill, LLC, Unorganized Township. All 3
resolutions passed unanimously.
The Consent Agenda passed unanimously.
There was one item on the Regular Agenda. The Finance & Budget Committee
presented a campaign funding request by the Northeast Entrepreneur Fund, Inc.,
dba Entrepreneur Fund ENVEST. The request was for $200,000 which would be
used for small business loan funding. Following extensive discussion and the
failure of 2 amendments (one, to reduce the amount to $100,000 and a second, to
identify to recipients that the money is coming from mining and timber funds), the
request was approved 5 to 6 (Commissioner Nelson dissenting.)
The meeting adjourned at 10:53 a.m. At the conclusion of the Board meeting,
the Committee of the Whole convened.
Submitted by: Gwen Thorson
St. Louis County Board Meeting, December 17, 2019
The Regular Meeting began at 9:35 a.m.
The meeting was held at the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN.
7 out of 7 commissioners were present.

Three citizens addressed the board regarding items not on the agenda. 1) Todd Youngberg, who
has a long-standing property dispute with the county, stated that the county violated state statute
and his property was “taken” for use by the CN railroad as a right-of-way, and he “had no right
to speak to a judge” to resolve this issue. 2) Timothy Alvar,
is the owner of property in the Cloquet Valley State Forest which he had hoped to use for
logging. He claims that the county has “changed” property lines (based on different
documentation) and this has limited his ability to use all of his land. This has been a 3-year
dispute. 3) Lynn Goerdt, spoke in favor of the resettlement of refugees in St. Louis County.
The board voted unanimously to approve the sale of 3 parcels of surplus fee land - two parcels in
Angora Township and one in Portage Township.
A public hearing was held to consider a proposed Class “B” Land Exchange for certain lands
owned by The Conservation Fund. This was approved unanimously and was considered a “fair
value exchange” (approximately $420,000).
The Consent Agenda passed unanimously.
The primary items on the Regular Agenda were the proposed budgets from the Finance &
Budget Committee: 1) 2020 Arrowhead Regional Corrections Budget and 2) 2020 Budget and
Property Tax Levy. The ARC budget was approved 6 to 1 following contentious discussion
(Commissioner Keith Nelson dissenting). The ARC is composed of 5 counties: St. Louis, Lake,
Cook, Carlton and Koochiching—with St. Louis contributing 80% of the $28 million total
budget. Commissioner Nelson advocated for a female offender program, and stated that St. Louis
County does not have a proportionate voice on the ARC board (3 of 8 votes), given its greater
contribution. Commissioner Jewell,
also chair of the ARC board, spoke in support of the ARC’s work and the proposed budget. 2)
The 2020 Budget and Property Tax Levy, amounting to $407 million, passed unanimously. The
board also went on to discuss the 2019 transfer of shoreline lease sale proceeds from the Land
Department to the Environmental Trust Fund/Shoreline Sales fund, minus reimbursement costs
AND to approve “2020 St. Louis County Legislative Priorities.”
The Human Resources Director requested a closed session of the Committee of the Whole for
labor negotiation purposes. It was requested that the County Board convene a closed session at
the conclusion of the December 17 Committee of the Whole meeting.
Submitted by Gwen Thorson

St. Louis County Board Meeting, January 7, 2020
The Regular Meeting began at 9:34 a.m.
The meeting was held at the St. Louis County Courthouse, Duluth, MN.
7 out of 7 commissioners were present.
The meeting was called to order by Nancy Nilsen, County Auditor, so the Board of
Commissioners could elect a chair and other committee chairs, etc. Mike Jugovich was elected

chair and Beth Olson as vice chair. Before Commissioner Jugovich accepted the gavel as chair
for 2020, Patrick Boyle, reviewed 2019 accomplishments during his tenure as chair.
There were no citizens to address any items not on the agenda.
The Board held 2 public hearings, in succession, re: issuance of liquor licenses: 1) Trail’s End
Resort and 2) Vermilion River Tavern. The Board unanimously approved the granting of these
licenses
The Consent Agenda passed unanimously.
The Regular Agenda began with a proposal for written consent to resettlement of refugees in St.
Louis County. (Note: This was a response to President Donald Trump’s executive order that
requires states and counties to consent or opt out of resettlement consideration.) Following
testimony from the public (that lasted for over 3 hours) and input from commissioners, the
proposal was tabled until the County Board meeting on May 26, 2020, in Buhl. The vote was 4
to 3, with Commissioners Jugovich, McDonald, Nelson and Musolf voting in favor of tabling
and Commissioners Jewell, Olson, and Boyle voting against the motion to table the resolution.
The meeting continued, with the Board voting on other organizational items (e.g. meeting
schedule, appointment of commissioners to a variety of boards and commissions).
Submitted by Gwen Thorson,

St. Louis County Board Meeting, Janary14, 2020
The Regular Meeting began at 9:32 a.m.
The meeting was held at the Midway Town Hall, Duluth, MN.
7 out of 7 commissioners were present.
One citizen addressed the board on 2 issues not on the agenda. Beth McCuskey, president of the
Duluth Central Labor Body, stated that the Central Labor Body was disappointed that the refugee
resettlement statement was not passed on January 7 and did not understand why there was now a
delay in the vote. She also encouraged the commissioners to support labor negotiations in their
discussions with snowplow drivers.
The Consent Agenda passed unanimously.
There were no items on the Regular Agenda.
The meeting adjourned at 9:49 am.
The board went directly to a meeting of the “Committee of the Whole.” Most of this meeting
centered around discussion of Public Auction of a Timber Stand Improvement and Decorative
Product Harvest Lease on State Tax Forfeited Land, which will allow a small business to thrive
and will allow for good forest management. The Commissioners also voted unanimously to
authorize the submission of the 2020 Pay Equity Report to the State of Minnesota, which
indicates that the county is in compliance.
Submitted by Gwen Thorson,

